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Fg — as to the execution of E 
my readers in general muſt judge. This, 
however, I may venture to affirm, that experi- 
mentally ro know the truths it contains, 1s to be 
truly wiſe ; and to live under their ſacred influ- . 
ence, enjoying the  conſolations ariſing from 
them, is to be ſubſtantially happy. 

I truſt you will ever eſteem it your indiſ- 
penſable duty, and ineſtimable bleſſing, 
to bold faſt the form of ſound words, and to 
maintain the truth as it is in Feſus. Then, while 
fome profeſſors of evangelical doctrine are 
verging towards Arminian legality, and others 
towards Antinomian licentiouſneſs, it will 
be your happineſs to be preſerved from thoſe 
wide and fatal extremes—So preſerved, that 
while you ſteadily aſſert the honours of grace, 
in the ſalvation of ſinners, you may not neglect 
the intereſts of holineſs—That while you de- 
light in the Goſpel, as the word of ſalvation, 
and the food of your ſouls ; you may revere 
* | the 


| the Lan, as a tranſeript if your bäder, will 8 
and the rule of your obedience to him. en 


ſtian church conſiſt not in the number or 
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Tou will do well to remember: that . 
true honour ind. the real excellence of a Chri- 


affluenee of its members; not in any thing 
which may dazzle the eye or command the 
reſpect of ſuperficial obſervers—but, in its 
cordial adherence to the truths of the goſpel 
and the ordinances of Chriſt, in their primij- 
tive purity; in the exerciſe of mutual fervent 
love among its members; and in a holy, hea- _ 
venly, uſeful converſation. - Theſe conſtitute - 8 
the principal glory of a church. In propor- 
tion as theſe abound, the Redeemer is honouted- 
and believers are edified. In proportion as 
theſe abate, the glory departs and the intereſts 
of religion decline. | 1 
That you may have a growing acquaintance "2 
with divine truth in all its branches, and an 
increaſing affection one to another for the 
| A 2 trutb's 
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, jake; that the life, and fervour, avi 
amiable fimplicity of primitive Chriſtianity 
may be conſpicuous in your worſhip and 
hearts, and the fruits of righteouſneſs adorn 
your whole canyerſation; is the ſincere de- 
fire and earneſt prayer, of 
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* THROUGH THE LAW AM DEAD TO THE LAW, 


by THAT 1 MIGHT LIVE UNTO GOD. E BY rt. 
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VE hes 1 R. 2 
Tur words which contain the important ſubject 
of the following Eſſay, being part of that Epiſtle 
which was written by Paul to the Galatian churches, 
it may not be improper, by way of introduction, to ob- 
ſerve; That in his Letter to thoſe churches, we have 
an ancient piece of ſacred controverſy ; and that the 


truth vindicated in it, is intereſting to the laſt de- 


gree. For the great queſtion: here debated is, 
in the words of Job; How ſhould man be juſt with 
Ged*? In the management of waich controverſy 
the grear 2 899 unn under 11 contact of 
bh el Job ix. & 2 RY + 
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viii l INTRODUCTION. 


| Inſpiration, with all the fre of godly neal ®; with 
all the afeQon of a tender parent + ; with all the 
meckneſs of heavenly wiſdom t ; and (I will not 
fay, with all the accuracy of logical diſputation, but, 
which is infinitely ſuperior) with all the certainty of 
infallibility. 8 

Paul was an indefatigable labourer in the vineyard 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and a ſucceſsful preacher of the ever- 
laſting goſpel. He was abundantly uſeful in the 
execution of his apoſtolic office, in turning multi- 
tudes of ſinners from darkneſs to light, and from the 
power of Satan to God. Vet, after all his unwearied 


afume the leat ſhare of the honour. His language 
is z Net I but the grace of God which was with me. | 
| Nor was he backward to acknowledge, after all 
the fulferings which he had ſuſtained, and all the | 


works that be had performed, for the fake of his 
divine Maſter ; that, as a ſoins, he was bſs than the 


9 but as a ſorner, the. firſt and the” chigf$ — 
PerſeQy ſenſible that he n in 


* Gal. M. 1. | * Clap, iv. 19. James 13. 
* an i. 15. a 


he 


he ightofhis Maker, ab hit Ki hg a 
port but ſovereign grace, as revealed in Jeſus j— 


the rights of an holy law, and 
unbounded grace, Such was the faith e 
and ſuch was the doctrine he preached. | 

| Theſe truths were diſpenſed by him . 


Galatia, by the inſtrumentality of this excellent 


regarded the doctrine which Paul had taught, as of 


(er they received dhe goſpel. | 
TT] 


% 


being well acquainted with the infinite purity of a 

righteous God, and the ſublime demands of his holy | 

law; he could accede to no terms of acceptance, nor 

acquieſce in any dodtrine, which did not provide, as 

well for the honour- of divine Juſtice, as for the. 

ſafety of the guilty foul 3 which did not maintain 
"diſplay che riches of 


„ 


man.—For a time, they lived in mutual peace, and 50 


keavenly- origin. They rejoiced in hope ; they us 
well a, and ſeemed to bid fair for obtaining the prize. 
Such were their happy circamſtances for ſome time . 1 
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Galatians, and with a eonſiderable degree of ſucceſs. % 3 
Sinners were converted, and churches formed in 


* INTRODUCTION... ; 
How ſoon, as to many of chem, were their, ye vs 
of the grace of God, and of their juſtification, before 
him, darkened! For Satan, that arch-enemy of 
God and man, quickly began to ſow the ſeeds, of 
deſtruQtive error, and to raiſe up inſtruments to 

propagate a perverted goſpel. He transformed him- 

felf into an angel of light, and pleaded the necelity 
| of obedience to the law, in order to acceptance with 
| God. Thus were they deceived, under a ſpecious 
pretence of greater ſanctity, and of a more than or- 
dinary zeal for the divine commands. The right- 
eouſacſs of Chriſt, which Paul had deſcribed as the 
one thing needful for the juſtification of ſinners, and 
which they had regarded as the only ground of their 
hope z they became afraid to truſt, ſuppoſing it in- 
ſufficient. They were taught by the falſe apoſtles, 
and were perſuaded in their oum deceived hearts, 
that they were under the neceſſity of ſeeking a fup- 
' lementary aid from their own duties. 

This doctrine, ſo flattering to their own vanity, 
ſo favourable to human worthineſs, and not including 
2 profeſſed rejection of Chriſt and his work, they 
received with all readineſs. For it is much more 
agreeable to the pride of nature, and a far more po- 
2 pula 
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pular tray of ang acceptance with God; to uſe 


our own {kill, and exert our own endeavours, as co- 


efficients with divine grace and the great Redeemer, 
and be abſolutely beholden to a foreign, undeſerved - 


aſſiſtance. They entered, therefore, on a vain pur. 


ſuit of happineſs, in this plauſible. and -felfpleaſing, . 


but deluſiye method. They clave to the law. They 


relied on their own duties, 28 copartners with Jeſus, 


in performing the greateſt. of all works, in obtains 

ing the nobleſt of all bleſſings, their juſtification | 
defore-the-Almighty, -. The: awtul-conſcquences of | 
which were, they. embrace another - goſpel; made 
void the neceſſity of our Lord's death; and virtually 
renounced all intereſt in hita . y ſuch a procedure, 
they beeame debtors. to do the whole: law, and were 


— abt eoeie; AAAS 


traduced his edi; they renounced. ts ws. 
ſhip, and treated him as their enemy t. 6 


den wore! wege eker of ce. 
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n. i. 6. li. 21. . | 
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xii INTRODUCTION, | 

corrupted goſpel | Theſe effeQs the good Apoſtle 
beheld with a mixture of indignation and of ſorrow. 
Againft their deſtructive and fatal miſtakes, he there- 
fore takes up his pen, and makes a reſolute ſtand. 
The falſe apoſtles he conſiders as their greateſt. 
enemies; and as being, in a peculiar manner, accurſed 
of God *Þ_He made it appear, by ſuch a deter- 
mined oppoſition to their plauſible and prevailing 
tenets, that when the capital truths of the - goſpel 
and the ſouls of men endangered; he had no fear of 
the hideous charge and popular clamour, of © bigotry 
t his own way}? or, of raſhneſs, and a want of 
© charity for others. In this reſpect, as in his mini- 
terial conduR. in general, he is worthy of 'imitation 
though it be their indiſpenſable duty to ſpeak the truth 
in love, and to follow peace with all men; yet, when 
the great doctrines of divine Revelation are perverted 
or denied, then they are called in Providence, then 
Gey are required by the command of God, and the 
love which they bear to the Lord Redeemer, to con- 
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tend earnę 0 for ibe faith ics delivered to the Jaints, 


Nor ought they to regard the perſons of men, or fear 
the conſequences which may attend a zealous and 
prudent defence of the truth. 


Happy had it been for the church of Chriſt in 
following ages, if the errors eſpouſed and propagated 
by the ancient judaizing teachers had ceaſed to exiſt; | 
from the time that their ſtrenuous patrons left the 


ſtage of action. | 
ſpirit ſtill continue, and ſtill prevail. True it is, that 
names are changed, and the terms of the queſtion; 


then in debate, are greatly altered. Now, none, 


profeſling Chriſtianity, pretend to maintain the ne- 


ceſſity of circumciſion, in order to acceptance with 
God. That is univerſally eſteemed an obſolete rite ; 


though, by ſome of old, accounted of great importance 
under the Chriſtian Economy. The ſame principle, 
notwithſtanding. on which the judaizing Chriſtians 


The grand queſtion then was; In what does that 
righteouſneſs conſift, for the ſake of which'a ſinner may 
be juſtified before God? And the article in contro- 


they 


But, alas, the ſame temper and 


proceeded: in maintaining the neceſſity of circum- 
ciſion, is ſtill retained, and operates in various ways. 


verſy between Paul and his opponents, was; Me.. 
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neceſſary purpoſe ? Paul 4 
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DEATH OF LEGAL HOPE, &e. 


SECTION 1. 


" * wy 
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WHAT LAW IT 1s, ro WHICH 9 | 


WAS DEAD. 


Or firſt inquiry oh be, What law it is the 
Apoſtle ' deſigns when he fays, I am dead to 
the lau? To this queſtion we may obtain ſatiſ- 
faction, by conſulting the context. There is the 
higheſt reaſon for us to conclude, that the law in- 
tended here, is the ſame he repeatedly mentions in 
the ſixteenth verſe of the Chapter. Now, it is 
evident, that is the moral law; to which we are 
univerſally inclined to look for juſtification and life, 


though by it we can none WER Pe WIE 


bleſſings. * 


When a ſinner is awakened out of carnal ſecurity, | 
e e 


2 WHAT LAW rr 1s, 


he naturally looks, either to ſome devout ard 7 pe 
nitential exerciſes of his heart, or to ſome pious and 
beneficent actions of his life. Some performances 
or endeavours of his own engage his attention, and 
yield a deceitful ſupport for his hope. Y/hgt ſhall 
I vo te be ſaved? is his language. With this, the 
Apoſtle was perfectly acquainted. He, therefore, 
repeatedly affirms ; By the works of the law ſhall no 
e be juſtified *. This being an article of great 
importance, and the legal bias of our minds being 
fo ready to lead us aſtray; he does not content him- 
felf with barely aſſerting that we cannot be juſtified 
by itz but he alſo aſſigns the reaſon. Affirming, 
that it is impoſſible for the law to juſtify any man ; 
becauſe it is become weak through the fleſh4, or, 
through the corruption of nature. Human depra- 
vity renders a perfect, perſonal conformity to the 
divine law, utterly impracticable; and, without a 
complete obedience, juſtification by it is abſolutely 
i poll. ble. 

That it is che moral law which Paul zinends, 
appears from the oppoſition there is, between the 
works of that law concerning which he fpeaks, and 
the faith of Jeſus. Knowing that a man is not 
juſtified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Jas Chrift. Now, that law, and its works, to 
which the faith of Chriſt is directly oppoſed, muſt 


0 Rom. M. 20. Gal. Bi. 26. + Rom. vill. 3. 


ro WHICH THE APOSTLE WAS DEAD. 3 
be the moral law; becauſe the ceremonial inſtitutes 
contained a principal part of the goſpel of the ancient 
church. Chriſt, in his perſon and offices; Chriſt, 
in his grace and work, was prefigured and ſignified 
by them, To him they had an invariable reſpect, 
and in him they had their final completion.— Ves, 

believer, that very Jeſus whom you love and adore; 
that very grace in which you truſt and rejoice ; were 
exhibited in typical rites; as the hope of guilty ſin- 
ners, and as the joy of enlightened faints. Conſe- 

- quently, the ceremonial law cannot be conſidered as 


placed in contraſt, by the n to Chriſt, and to 
faith in him. 


It follows, therefore, that it- is the moral law 
he intends, when he fays, I am dead to the law. 
For it may, with ſtrict propriety, be placed in ſuch 
a contraſted view, This law, and the works of 
it, are directly oppolite to grace, and to faith in a 
Redeemer. For it makes not the leaſt comfortable 
diſcovery to a miſerable ſinner. It knows nothing 
of pardoning mercy. It ſays not a word about a- 
toning blood. Being the formula of that Covenant 
which was made with man in a ſtate of innocence, 
it makes not the leaſt abatement, in point of duty; 
nor the leaſt proviſion, in a way of mercy, in cafe of 
failure. Perfect obedience is its conſtant demand; 
an obedience, perſonal and perpetual. Whatever 
mercy the ſinner wants, whatever bleſſings God 
1 beſtows, 


4 WHAT LAW ir 1s, &c. 


beſtows, are provided in another Covenant; are 
diſpenſed in another way. 

That the moral law is here intended, appears 
from a parallel paſſage in the writings of Paul, re- 
lating, as here, to his own experience. I was alive 
without the law once ; but when the commandment 
came, fin revived and died s. I was alive : ſup- 
_ poled myſelf righteous, and thought myfelf ſafe, in 
virtue of my own obedience. But I was then without 
the law: | was far from being acquainted with its vaſt 
extent, and its high demands. For when the com- 
mandment came, ſhining on my underſtanding in its 
purity, and operating on my conſcience with power ; 
u revived, and I died to all ſelfrighteous hopes. 
Thus the letter, the law that was inſcribed with 
God's own hand on tables of ſtone, #:1leth + ; as 
the infallible Author, in an another Epiſtle, aſſerts. 
Such, then, is that law. to which the Apoſtle was 
dead. However ſtrange this doctrine may appear to 
any ſelfrighteous profeſſor, we may venture to af. 
firm, that no man, after all his reſolutions and all 
his efforts, can ever experience a ſenſe of pardon, or 
- enjoy peace in his conſcience; can either live to 
God in holy obedience here, or have a well-grounded 
hope of glory hereafter ; till he knows what it is to 
be dead to the law. This truth I ſhall endeavour 
to prove and illuſtrate in the following pages. 


®* Rom. vi. g. f 2 Cor. ili, 6, 7. 


SECTION 


UNREGENERATE SINNERS, &c. * 


SECTION 11. 


' UNREGENERATE SINNNERS ALIVE TO THE LAW, 
AS A COVENANT. 


Tus moral law may be conſidered, either as 
a Covenant of works, or as a Rule of conduct. 
In the latter view, it is unchangeable as that rela- 
tion beween God and man on which it is founded ; 

and, therefore, never to be diſregarded, as I ſhall 
: endeavour to ſhow in its proper place. As a Cove- 
5 nant of works, it is to be conſidered, not only as 
preſcribing duty, but as promiſing a reward, on con- 
dition of perfect obedience, and as guarded by à 


every offender. Now, it is to the law thus con- 
ſidered, that the Apoſtle ſays, I am DEAD. . 

| When a perſon is deſcribed as dead to the law, 
it is implied, that he was once alive to it—tha this 
former hopes of juſtification and life by it are now 
extinf—and that, as a Covenant, it ceaſes to have 
any further demands upon him, or -to denounce any 
threatenings againſt him. We ſhall make the firſt 


preſent Section. 

When the Apoſtle fays, T am DzAD ta the law, 
the expreſſion implies ; That he was once alive to 
it. Death is a privation of life. No man there- 
tore can, with propriety, be conſidered as dead to 
B 3 the 


penal ſanction, denouncing eternal death againſt | 


| - 
4 » 
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of theſe particulars the ſubject of our n in the 


6 - URREGENERATE SINNERS 


the law, if he never was alive to it—Prior to 
regeneration, all men are alive to the law: or, in 
other words, they ſeek juſtification by it. Their 
hopes are founded upon it; their expectations of 
acceptance with God and of life eternal, ariſe from 
their obedience to it. Such are the hopes of every 
unregenerate man. This is the way which nature 
teaches : this is a method which pride encourages. 

Man, being originally formed for a Covenant of 
works, and fitted to live by his own righteouſneſs ; 
being endued with capacities to perſevere in ho- 
lineſs, and to enjoy happineſs by ſuch a conſtitu- 
tion; it is no wonder that, in his fallen and unre- 
generate ſtate, he ſhould have no conception of 
living to God, or of obtaining ſalvation, by a Co- 
venant of an entirely different kind. Our firſt pa- 
rents, while innocent, having no need of that 
merciful proviſion which is made for finners in the 
Covenant of grace, had no revelation of it. Conſe- 
quently, after the fall, they could have no concep- 
ton of any fuch thing, any further than the great 
Creator was pleaſed to reveal it. 

Now, as all the human race are the polterity of 
that apoſtate pair ; and we deſcending from them, 
as formed for a Covenant of works, and as breakers 
of it; we not only derive a corrupt nature from 

and are obnoxious to divine wrath *; but, 
begins to operate we natal dt 
Nb. ib. 


the 


c 


n To THE LAW.” | 7 WL, 


the legal Covenant, as that which is ſuited to the 


feeble ray of nature's light, and to thoſe principles Bo 


on which we act. Though nothing but fad. diſ- 


appointment has attended man's endeavours in this- 


way; yet, when guilt pains his conſcience,” not 
being acquainted with any other ſupport a 
deſpair, his pride ſtill flatters him with a proſpect - 


of better ſucceſs by means of new exertions. Ves, 


no ſooner are we conſcious of guilt, and alarmed 
with apprehenfions of impending ruin, than we flee 
to the law for relief. Sorrow ſor our paſt tranſ- 
greſſions, and ſincere obedience for the future ; the 


forſaking of our evil courſes, and the eſpouſing of 
a religious profeſſion; are eſteemed the moſt pro- | 


bable means of procuring the pardon of ſin, and 
the ſal vation of our immortal ſouls. Eſpecially, if 
we have ſome reſpect to the general mercy of God, 
and a partial regard to the atonement of Chriſt, as 
fully ſupplying the defects attending our own obe- 


dience, or as inclining the Deity to make proper 


allowances and be propitious to us, with regard to 
our many unavoidable infirmities. 

Ready, we. are ne Mak authe lev en 
obedience, and promiſes a reward to the performer 
of it; a ſincere endeavour to do the beſt we are 


fearcaly hope to arrive at perfection) will be con- 
deſcendingly _ by a merciful. God—re- 


able, in our prefent circumſtances - (though we can 


garded, 


* 
* 


* * 
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garded, as an undoubted indication of ad Grice 
heart, and as a ſufficient foundation on which to 
proceed, in applying to us the merits of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Thus we make our well-meant endevaours to obey 
the law a kind of pedeſtal, on which the general 
mercy of God, and the conditional merit of Chriſt, 
may be erected to diſplay themſelves with advantage, 
in rewarding the worthy, and in diſtinguiſhing thoſe 
who have already fo. well diſtinguiſhed themſelves, 
as the obſervers of the law and the friends of piety. 
An caſe of any relapſe into ſcandalous offences, thoſe 
| who are alive to the law ſuppoſe the remedy is 
obvious. "They readily conclude that there muſt 
their penitential and religious exerciſes. For ex- 
ample : Sorrowing more bitterly, praying more fer- 
vently, giving alms more liberally, and performing 
every religious duty with a greater punctuality and 
warmer zcal. Thus they think to commute with 
divine juſtice, or — D Hs £2 by 
their duties. 

In conſequence of ſuch a aan; they are 
either clated with pharifaical pride, or overwhelmed 
with deſponding fears. With pharifaical pride; 


when poſſeſſed of a high conceit of the excellence 
of their duties, and the fafety of their Rate. When 
they imagine themſelves to have performed the con- 
diuons required, be they greater or leſs ; they cannot 

| but 


but congratulate themſelves on their happy attain- 


ments in holineſs, and the glorious proſpects 


have in view. Their own free-will, and the ſtrength 
of their moral powers, are the idol to which they 
bow. They offer ſacrifice to their own net, and burn 
incenſe to their own drag.— They look down upon 


the common herd of mankind with a ſupercilious 


diſdain, Wondering, in themſelves, that creatures 
of an immortal make, ſhould a& fo ignobly and be- 
neath the man That they ſhould not affert their 
native dignity, as rational beings; and perform 
their part no better, as moral agents. Suppoſing 
that it only requires a good reſolution, in the immo- 
ral and profane, to break off their vileſt courſes ; to 


attain virtuous habits; to perform the conditions re- 


quired, in order to eternal happineſs ; and, fn Ys 
to receive the promiſed reward. | 

Or, admitting that ſuch perſons do anlegt 
their obligations to divine aſſiſtance, in attaining 
virtuous habits, in performing righteous acts, and in 
making them differ from others, and even from their 


former ſelves; yet, while they are looking to theſe 


holy qualities and righteous dzeds, as being either 
the cauſe, or the condition, more or leſs, of their ac- 
ceptance with God, or of their intereſt in Jeſus 


Chriſt; they are alive to the law, and bound to per- 


form the whole. However amiable in their tempers 
and conduct, or excellent in their characters, among 
| their 
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their fellow-creatures ; however they may pleaſe 
themſclves, or be applauded by others, their ſtate; in 
the eſtimate of Heaven, is the ſame with his in the 
parable, who ſaid, God I thank thee, I am not as other 
men— The aggravated fault and fatal miſtake of 
this Phariſee, did not conſiſt merely, nor principally, 
in preſering his own ſtate to that of other men in 
general, or to. that of the Publican in particular ; for 
he expreſely acknowledged his obligations to pre- 
venting and aſſiſting grace, which enabled him to 
avoid the fins, and to practiſe the duties he mentions. 
For, ſurely, it never can be eſteemed quch an aggra- 
vated crime, for any pzrſon of a religious character 
and becoming conduct, when he reflects on the vici- 
ous practices of many, to fay, © God I thank thee, 
© that I am not guilty of ſuch enormous crimes; that 
I am not abandoned to ſuch evil courſes, and loſt 
© to all ſenſe of divine things. The ſeeds of thoſe 
© abominable iniquities, I acknowledge, are deeply 
* ſown in my conſtitution; and, that they have not 
© fprung up to ſuch a malignant height, is owing to 
| © thy reſtraining grace.” Such language may be 
uſed by the humbleſt Chriſtian, or the higheſt ſaint, 
without giving any occaſion for blame. 
The fault,” the awful miſtake of the Phariſee 
principally lay, in truſting to that difference, in 
pleading that preference, in the important article of 
juſtification before the tremendous Gop, Here he 
was 
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he was condemnable, as a vile offender. For hat- 
ever comparative worthineſs he might poſſeſs in the 
ſight of men, yet, in the momentous affair of accept- 
ance with his offended Maker, be ſhould have rank- 
ed himfelf with the worſt of Publicans, and the moſt 
abandoned villains. He, being a ſinner, ought to 
have conſidered himſelf as having no other righteouſ- 
neſs on which to depend, than what would be egual 
to their wants, and bring ſalvation to their ſouls, 

were it applied to them. For in that grand con- 
cern, the eternal Sovereign has no regard to any 


thing ſhort of an abſolutely perfect righteouſneſs. But 


: of this the Phariſee was deſtitute, as well as the Pub- 
lican. For whatever difference may ſubſiſt between 


1 man and man, as to moral character and religious 
N performances, it has not the leaſt concern in their juſ- 
> tification. Of this the poor deluded ſelf. juſtifier was 
ly ignorant. For though he did not pretend” that he 
bh was naturally any better than others; though he did 
WR not pretend that his works were meritorious, or done 


be in his own ſtrength; yet he ſuppoſed that he had, by. 


int, the aſſiſtance of grace, performed the condition on 
which the pardon of his offences, and his rere AED 


ile with God, were ſuſpended . : 
in Such was the ſtate of this Phariſee; and fuck, 
e of 


See Dr. OwzN « un Faſhion Chap. . f 
when 
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when moſt promiſing, are the hopes of all who are 
alive to the law. When they think of appearing 
before the great Judge of the world, they look to 
their own holy defires and pious endeavours, to 
relieve their anxious minds. In this way is their 
peace of conſcience, ſuch as it is, obtained. This is 
the method in which they ſeek to make and preſerve 
their peace with that ſovereign Being, whoſe majeſty 
they have affronted, and whoſe laws they have bro- 


ken. To the law they appeal, and by it they muſt 


ſtand or fall. | 

When, on the other hand, this way of ſeeking 
comfort fails to afford relief; when a reflection upon 
their pious performances and penitential exerciſcs 
yields no conſolation ; then a ſenſe of guilt over- 
whelms them with deſponding fears. The Covenant 
of grace, with all its cheering promiſes ; the blood 
of Immanuel, with all its atoning efficacy, are over- 
looked. Or, if not entirely overlooked, will afford 
them no peace, while alive to the law. For as it 
is the righteouſneſs of the law only, with which they 
are acquainted; ſo it is in that righteouſneſs they de- 
fire to'be found. It is that on which they principally 
rey; and, without that, they eſteem every other 
thing inſufficient —Perſuaded they may be, that 
as their own obedience is greatly imperfect, ſo 
they cannot be faved without ſome affiſtance from 
— ELIIIEY WINS ove g-+ 


cious 
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cious indulgence from the mercy of God: but, at the 
ſame time, neither the atonement of Chriſt, nor the 
mercy of Heaven, will ſupport their minds, any ſut - 
ther than they ſuppoſe themſelves to have performed- 
the condition, or come up to the terms, on which 
they imagine that affiſtance is granted, and this mere 
exerciſed, 80 that all their hopes, and all their com- 
/ forts, are ultimately. reſolved into their own duties— | 
- into that by which they wn, <2 IRE eee 
t dam the een 
| Hence it is evident, Poa oy eu gary 
which ſuch perſons enjoy, is founded in their igno- 

rance of the evil of ſin, and of the wrath which it 
deſerves, When, therefore, at any time its awful 
demerit appears to a greater degree than common, 
their conſciences are preſſed with guilt, and racked 
with terrors. Amazement ſeizes their minds, and 
horror chills their blood. Their cry is, Mo h, 
rerlaſting burnings*? Nay, if ſome freſh opiate | 
de not adminiſtered to conſcience, or the Spirit of 
God divorce them from the law, and ſhow them a a 
rather than life.--Such is the caſe of a ſinner, who 
i alive to the law, ages a ico 
conſcience ſharpens her ſting. 


3 
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teous profeſſor, conſider their ſtate, and refle& on - 
theſe alarming facts. Whether my reader be the 
one or the other, his ſtate is dangerous.—ls he one 
_ of thoſe cureleſs mortals, whoſe: whole time is em- 
played in making proviſion for the preſent life, and 
to fulfil the buſts of the fleſh? He is no lefs under the 
law; be is no leſs obnoxious to its awful curſe, 
though he never think about it. Bat can you reſt, 
inconſiderate ſinner l can you be- ſatisfied in ſuch a a 
condition? Can you imagine that your Almighty 
Maker and Supreme Judge, will be for ever as for- 
getful of you, as you are at preſent forgerful-of Him 
and of his worſhip? Can the Omniſcient overlook 
von f or, can He who declares, I will by no means 
clear the guilty, ſuffer you to fin with impunity ? 
No! while his nature is holy, and his word is true; 
while he hateth fin, and has power to puniſh ; it can- 
not be. You may ſleep in your ſins for a time, but, 
if grace prevent not, your damnation will not, can- 
not lumber* : and awful indeed will be your con- 
dition, if you continue to fleep till fire and brimſtone 
awaken you, Onder this, ye that forget God, 1:ft 
be tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver + ! 
— The rich man, in the parable, being in hell, lift 
wþ his eyes. Then were his eyes opened. The be- 


ext ky. fk 2s. 
witching 
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witching-pleaſures of the world had lulled his con- 
ſcience aſleep. His elevated ſtation in life became 
a continual prompter to his vanity, and enabled him 
to riot in che luxuries of ſenſe. Earthly things en- 
groſſed his whole attention, engaged his whole life, 
and left him no time to think about the ſtate-of his 
ſoul, or the God that made him. The downward 


and much frequented; he did not conſider where it 


elapſed, and his ſtate was utterly deſperate. Thus 
he became a damned ſoul, and loſt his all, beſore he 
apprehended his danger.—Beware, reader! leſt this 


warned by this dreadful cataſtrophe of their unhappy 


Cullen wide perſon and paſſclied-of 
an abiding concern for his immortal ſoul ? Permit 


your on obedience to gain acceptance with the 
high and holy God? If fo, hear your doom ; bchold 
your danger. For thus the Eawgiver himſelf deter- 
mines the caſe: At many as are of the works the 


C 2 THE 


road, in which he walked, being -broad, and eafy, | 


would terminate, till his fleeting moments were all 


world, and the ſons of carnal pleaſure, be effectually 


brother; r e eee ee eee 


me to-aſk, Are you alive to the law, and ſeeking by 


law, are-—what? Pardoned? accepted ? | blefſed? | 
Far from it. They are, on the contrary, UNDER 


* 
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THE CURSE „ Amazing” cries one. That 
© avowed rebels againſt God, and the open breakers 
* of his law; that thoſe who publiſh their fins, like 
© Sodom, and hide them not, as Gomorrah; that all 
© ſuch ſhould be under a curſe, appears equitable. 
* But that perſons who are or THE WORKS of the 
* law; who ſincerely endeavour to perform its com- 
© mands, and are looking, in this rational and popu- 
© lar way, for acceptance and eternal life ; that THEY 
© ſhould be in ſuch an awful ſituation, is quite incon- 
© ceivable and highly unreaſonable !* * es 

To which it may be replied: All who are #f the 
works of the law, are under it as a Covenant. But, 
us ſuch, it requires perfect obedience; and perfect 
- obedience it muſt have, or there is no juſtification 
by it. Now the Apoſtle, in this alarming paſſage, 
takes jt for granted, that every man has offended and 
broken the law. Conſequently, thoſe who are under 
i as a Covenant, not having abſtained from every 
fin, and performed every duty; its penal ſanction lies 
againſt them, and it denounces a curſe upon them. 
The awful declaration, therefore, is the language of 
ſtrict propriety; is the voice of truth itſc}f, —How 
often ſhall the Moſt High declare, that no fleſh, that 
no mortal, ſhall be jnſtified before God, by"the deed: 
EI e | age: before 
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you 
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you credit the ſolemn aſſertion, or believe the hum- 
bling truth? Is the condition of your juſtification 

ſo ſmall, or your ability ſo great, that nothing will 
| ferve but you muſt perform it yourſelves ?* Ne. 
member, deluded mortals ] remember that pardon of 
; ſin is a bleſſing ſo immenſely rich; acceptance with 
. God is a favour ſo extremely bigh; that if all the 
rattle on thouſand hills were your Sn, and, toge- 
Y ther with the firſt· born of your bodies, were they de- 
hs voted to make an atohement for the fin of your fouls 
were you to give all your goods to feed the poor, 
and your bodies to be burned ; all, a7 would be en- 
tirely unavailing to procure either the one dr the 
other. For a righteous God cannot accept the ber- 
formances or the offerings of a fioful creature, 22a = 
compenſation for the injury done by his crimes. 
Belides, it is the province of grace ahd the work f 
Chriſt only, to grant the pardon of fin, and to ren- 
der our perſons accepted, . This is the capital truth 
of the Bible; the central point, in which all the lines 
of divine Revelation terminate. Yet if, after all, 
you will appeal to the law, Rey pA EC pA 
But remember that, in ſo doing, Chri/t ſhall profit you - 
nothing . So that you have no alternative, but to 
keep it * or die * 3 
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BELIEVERS - DEAD Io. Tax LAW, CONSIDERED 
AS A COVENANT... 


FPR 
regenerate finners are alive to the law, a sa Covenant. 
We now proceed to ſhow, That believers are dead 
to it, under that conſideration. 7 am dead to the 
law—yge are dead to the law, ſays the Apoſtle #. 

As all who are alive to the law, feek juſtification 
by itz as their expectation of acceptance with God, 
| deavours of their own ; ſome gracious habits or hea- 
venly qualities, of which they ſuppoſe themſelves to 
be the ſubjefts; fo thoſe who are dead to the law, are 
entirely divorced from every ſuch expectation. 
Though they are well acquainted with the beauty of 
holineſs, and far from deſpiſing a regular conduct; 
though they would exert their utmoſt efforts in a way 
WONT Ion e e CP iy wane g gente 
ran 
as deſigned to anſwer a very different purpoſe, from 
that of being cauſes or conditions, more or leſs, of 
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may 
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may have from the Spirit of truth, in performing rei- 
gious duties ; or whatever may be their attainments 
| in holineſs, through a divine influence ; they conſider 

A e Ed 
obedience by which they are juſtified 
Once, indeed, they were. of another 2 : 
viewed things in a very different light. Time was, 
when they thought highly of their own righteouſneſs? | 
and were little concerned about an intereſt. in Jeſus * - 

Chriſt. But, by the agency of the divine Spirit, 

is happily altered. They are brought to ſee heir 
n, T1 Z 
hes 04th Nen a” 
r | 
The great Apoſtle informs us, when he fays: '7 7 
THROUGH THE LAW am dead to the law. The 
moral law, in the hand of the Spirit, is the honoured 
inſtrument- of producing the happy change. 2 By it 8.4 
the awakened ſinner diſcerns the. immaculate- purity. 
of the divine nature, and the conſummate rectitude of | 
the divine will. Its precepts and prohibitions, con- 
taining a complete ſyſtem of duty, are beheld by ; 
him, as entirely correſpondent with the perfections of - - - 
God. He beholds the unalienable rights of he 
great Legiſlator, in the demands. of his law and a 7 


diſcovery 


diſcovery of that perſect correſpondence which there 
is, between the requirements of the law and the eter. 
| nal rights of the Deity, evinces, to his .conſciehce, 
the holineſs and tranſcendant excellence of the law. 
Poſſeſſed of ſuch a conviction, the ſinner perceives, 
not only its unblemiſhed purity, but alfo its vaſt ex- 
teat. He is obliged to acknowledge, that it requires 
#ruth in the inward parts ; that it extends to all the 
houghts, and all the defires of the heart. That it 
demands, not only a courſe of obedience, unblameable 
in the eyes of men; but a purity of defire, and a ſpi- 
cituality of affection ; a rectitude of deſign, and a 
perpetual ſeries of action, without a failure and with- 
aut a flaw, in the fight of Qmniſcience. % 

By the law, he ſees the hateful nature and the de- 
Aructive evil of fin. Sin is @ tranſgrefſion of the 
flaw; a contrariety to the revealed will, and to the 
holy nature of God.—Nor does it only manifeſt 
what fin is, in itſelf, but alſo what it deſerves. It 
reveals the wrath of Ged againſt all ungodlineſs and 
mnrighteouſueſs of men; ugainlt every departure from 
abſolute perfetion. It denounces an awful curſe, 
and unſheaths the ſword of divine juſtice, againſt 
every tranſgreſſor. Its language is; Curſed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are written 
in the book of the law to do them. It faſtens a charge 
of guilt on the finner's conſcience, and binds hin 


As 
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As the law teaches a ſinner the holineſs of the 
divine nature, and the ſuperlative evil of fin; ſo he is 
brought, by divine influence, to acknowledge * 
the righteouſneſs of God in the damnation of ſinners. 
His mouth is flopped: he pleads guilty before his 
Judge. Sin, be perceives, is an infinite evil, and 


vinced, that if the ſentence of death pronounced upon 
him were to be executed in all its rigour, he ſhould 
have no reaſon to complain. His language is; © The 
| © law. is worthy of God: my Maker is righteous: 
© damnation is my due.” Beholding the aggrava- 

tions of his offences, and the imperſections of his 
duties; the depravity of his heart, and the ſpirituality 
of the law; he deſpairs of ever obtaining the favour | 
of God,” or peace for his conſcience, by any future 
exertions. He ſees with amazement, and confeſſes 
with grief, the pride and the folly of his former ex- 
pectations of righteouſneſs and life by the law. He 
lies low at the foot of ſovereign mercy. Fully con- 
vinced of his abſolute need of a Saviour, who can 
give the law its demands, and reſcue his periſhing ſoul 
from deſtruction; who can ſatisfy the claims of jul- 
tice, and exerciſe boundleſs mercy ; he is willing to 
be juſtified by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and to be 
for eyer indebted to free, diſtinguiſhing, infinite 
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juſtly deſerves everlaſting puniſhment. He is con- 
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Let us hear the great teacher of the Gentiles deli- 
ver his own experience, in reference to. this affair, 
1 was alive without the law once; hut when the com- 
 mandment came, fin revived and I died*. I was 
alive; elated with a fond conceit of my inherent ex- 
cellencies and moral endowments, I imagined my- 
ſelf fafe; I thought myſelf happy. But when this de- 
luſive perſuaſion poſſeſſed my heart, I was without the 
law. Though for it, I profeſſed the higheſt regard; 
though to it, I endeavoured to conform my life ; I was 
entirely ignorant of its ſpiritual nature, and without 
the leaſt knowledge of its true deſign. As the moſt 
learned and admired doRors of the age had taught, I 
ſuppoſed that a ſuperficial obſervance of the duties it 
 enjoins, and an exterior forbearance from the actions it 
prohibits, were all-it required +. But when the con- 
mandment came; when I aw its immaculate /purity, 
as an image of the divine holineſs, and beheld its ex- 
tenſive demands, as a tranſcript of the divine will 
when I viewed it as demanding perfection, with 2 
fovercign authority, and heard it denouncing venge- 
ance, as with the voice of God, againſt the leaſt of- 
fene, my ſin revived. A clear and lively ſenſe of 
fin penetrated my very ſoul. I ſaw myſelf charge- 
able with innumerable tranſgreſſions, I felt myſelf 
CfubjeRt to many abominable corruptions. My heart, 


* Rom. vi. g. + Matt. . 21, 22 272 28, 33» 34 43-44 
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of whoſe purity I. was before ſo ready to boaſt, I. 
found to be deceitful-above all things, and deſperately 4 
wicked, The beſt of my actions, in which I was. 
wont to confide, appeared but ſplendid fins; and, in 
reference to juſtification before God, I deſpiſed them 
as*worthlefs and vile. In conſequence of which, 7. 
died. My ſelf-rigbteous hopes, which beſore had 
reared their heads aloft, were now daſhed in che duſt. 
The ſentence of death, as the deſert of fin, pronoun- . ' - 
cd by the law, I acknowledged to be juſt. All my 
pleas, and all my expectations of life by the law, were 
then ſtruck dead. Nor did I only renounce my paſt 
performances and preſent attainments, as inſufficient 
it and deplorably defective in the account of a holy 
God, and in the eye of his righteous law; but alſo 
haired of ever doing any thing in future, by any 
uſiſtance whatever, to gain the favour ef my Judge, 
or to obtain acceptance before him. So that every 
kifrighteous ſupport was entirely removed; and eve- 
Ip avenue t0 comfort, by my own "obedience, eter- 
Thus it was with Paul, after al his a 
all his obedience, before converſion; and thus It is 
ith every ſinner who is brought to the knowledge 
if the true God, and perceives the purity of the divine 
v. For no man beholds the grace of the goſpel, 
o does not acknowledge the equity of the law. 
e ſhall never conſider ſalvation as divinely free, 
| till 
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till we confeſs our condemnation to be entirely juſt.— 
But when the purity of the Lawgiver is ſeen in the 
flaming holinefs of his law; when it denounces its 
curſe againſt the finner, and his own conſcience, be- 
ing ſtung with guilt, confirms the dreadful 
and with an awful emphaſis replies, Thou art the 
mon; then the relief provided by grace and revealed 
in the goſpel, is beheld with an ardent deſire; is em- 
braced with exuberant joy. Thus, by the agency of 
the holy Spirit, the law ſubſerves the gracious deſign 
of the goſpel. Yes, the righteouſneſs and terror of 
the legal ſanction are happily uſeful, to illuſtrate the 
freenels, and to exhibit the ſovereignty, of ſaving 
==> | 

The finner being brought, by divine teaching, to 
fee the inſufficiency of his own obedience, and to re- 
nounce bis former hopes, as being no other than « 
refuge of lies z is filled with anxious inquiries, how 
he may eſcape the wrath to come. Having tried 
every expedient which preſented itſelf to his mind, 
as any way proper to afford relief to his guilty con- 
ſcience, and finding every expedient fail; he is ready 
to faint with fear, and to fink in deſpondency. He 
drops every pretenſion to perſonal worthineſs, and 
freely acknowledges himſelf the chief of ſinners. 
80 far is he from advancing a claim to heaven, on 
the footing of duty performed, that he is amazed he 
was not long ſince tranſmitted to bell for his crimes. 
But 
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Hut grace forbids that he ſhould S 
in deſpair. That ſame Spirit, by whoſe omnipotent 
agency he was divorced from the law, leads him to 
Jeſus. Now chat ſovereign mercy,. to which he 
ſubmitted with ſuch reluQance, appears with a win= _ 
ning aſpect. Now that boundleſs grace, which he 
had fo long deſpiſed, ſhines with peculiar glory. To 
that mercy, as revealed in the atonement, he flees, 
like a murderer purſued by the officers of juſtice; or 
like the unhappy manſlayer of old, before the avenger 
of blood: and on this grace, as reigning by Jeſus 
Chriſt, he reſts his all for eternity, Now the ever- 
lating Covenant begins to_unvei its infinite ſtores 
to his raviſhed view; and the goſpel pours its heal- 
hed Jeſus is now his only hope. That he may 
win Chrift, and be found in bim, is all his ſalvation 
and all his defire. Riches and honours, crowns and 
kingdoms, are little, are nothing to him, compared 
with an intereſt in the Redeemer, —Being dead to the I 
law, he renounces himſelf in every view; reſlecting 
on his former ignorance and pharifaical- pride with 
the greateſt amazement, and the deepeſt ſelf-abhor- 
rence. Finding an all- ſuficieney in the adored Im- 
manuel, not only to ſupply his wants, but to make 
him infinitely rich and eternally happy; he. reſts 
completely ſatisfied. The perfect obedience of his 
divine Subſtitute, which is revealed i in the goſpel 
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and received by faith, being that in which JxHovan 
himſelf delights*; is an adequate ground for his 
conhdence, and an inexhauſtible ſource for his joy. 
Such is the ſtate, and ſuch are the views, of all who 
are dead to the law. | "5g 

Having ſuch a diſcovery of the divine purity, and 
of the divine law, he is far from boaſting over the 
vileſt of men. The more he knows of God, of the 
violated law, and of his own ſinful ſtate, the more is 
he convinced that he has reaſon to ſay, Behold, I am 
vile! Vet he dares, as in the preſence of God, to 
contemplate the holy commandment, and to give con- 
ſcience her full Tcope, without fear of confuſion: be- 
ing well perſuaded, however aggravated a charge may 
be brought againſt him, that grace has provided and 
the goſpel reveals a righteouſneſs, which is quite ſuf- 
ficient to declare the juſtice of God in juſtifying 
him, even in the worſt view he can have of himſelf; 
nay, which is incomparably more, in the worſt view 
in which he can appear. before the Omniſcient. 
"Though he once imagined, that the conception of 4 
juft God, and the fear of eternal miſery, were abſolute- 
ly inſeperable ; yet he now reveres the former, wok 
out dreading the latter. 
That every real . 
his whole hope, as to juſtification, centres in the 


® Iſa, xl. 22. 
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LY 1 Jo and the obedience of Chriſt; in the 
0 grce of the Covenant and the blood of the croſs;' ap- 
pear from the Scriptures with ſuperior evidence. 
Out of a multitude of inſtances, recorded in the 
Bible, we will ſelect a few. We will aſk ſome of 
the moſt excellent ſaints that ever adorned a religious 
profeſſion in any age of the world, or in any. natiòn | 
of men; On what their hopes of acceptance with 
God were founded? and we ſhall find that their uni- 
form anſwer will be: © Not on any thing in us, nor 
| © on any thing done by us; but on that GLoRTLous 
© PERSON, and on his FINISHED WORK, who is the 
* deſire of all nations, and the 3 of the ends o 
© the earth.. 
Job, we know, was nn inferior claſs. | 
He was no leſs exemplary for his piety, than remark- 
able for his afflictions, and for the patience with 
which they were ſuffered. . He was favoured with 
peculiar manifeſtations of the divine will; and Jeho-. 
vah himſelf declared, there was none lite him in the _ 
earth. This eminent faint could not be ignorant of 
the real worth of his perſonal obedience, nor of the 
place in which it ought to ſtand. No; this obedi- 
ence he found occaſion to plead, and ſpeaks of it as 
an article of great importance. But- where, and on 
what account ? Not before the great Sovereign of the 
univerſe, and in order to acceptance with him; but 
922 beforẽ 
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own fincerity. 
When his Giends, not being well acquainted with 
fate of his cake, charged him with being = hypocrite, 
and inferred from the variety and ſeverity of his ſuf- 
ferings, that he muſt needs be a wicked man; he 
pleaded, in defence of himlelf, the excellence of his 
le James requires, proved the reality of his faith 
and the fincerity of his profefion, by his works. 
He knew that a different conduct from the carnal 
and profane, was the only thing that could evidence 
to the world, the ſuperiority of his ſtate in the. ſight 
of God, or free his profeſſion from the charge of hy- 
pocrify, To this, therefore, he appeals. This ho 
Rrenuouſly and juſtly pleads againſt the charge of 
his miſtaken friends, in his long controverſy. with 
But when the inquiry is ; How ſhall man be juf 
with God, or juſtified before him ? then he conſiders 
the tate of the queſtion as entirely altered; The 
venerable ſaint well knew, that as he was before a 
higher tribunal, and in the preſence of a Judge who 
ſearches the heart; ſo the righteouſneſs pleadable 
there, muſt be as much ſuperior to what was ſuffici- 
— 36 ES — 
| . | 


\ — 


| BELIEVERS. DEAD ro THE IAN. 29 


ſtood was more awful, the Judge more holy, or the 


event more important. For who can ſtand, in any 
righteouſneſs of his own, before ſo holy a God, be- 
fore ſo righteous a Judge? He knew that there no- 
thing ſhort of a perfect righteouſneſs would be ad- 
mitted; and that by nothing leſs could he be juſti- 
| hed. He, therefore, entirely - renounces his former 
plea, He drops every pretenſion to perſonal holi- 
neſs: and, ſo far from advancing a claim on the 
| Deity, he pours out ſorrowful confeſſions of his ori- 
ginal pollution and actual tranſgreſſions. ' Behold, I 


am-vile | is his language. I abhor myſelf, as the fil. - 
thieſt of creatures,. as the baſeſt of criminals; and 


repent in duſt and aſbes v. Here we ſee—not'the 


Samaritan woman, not the Philippian Jailor, nor the 


Thief on the croſs—but the moſt eminent ſaint of his 
day, and one of the holieſt men that ever lived: here 
we ſee him, bearing the marks of deep humiliation, 


and in the attitude of a miſerable finner- His lan- 


guage is expreſſive of one whoſe-conſcience is ſmit- 
ten with an · alarming ſenſe of guilt; who deprecates 
deſerved vengeance, and implores a free pardon—of 
one who conſiders himſelf perfectly on a level in the 
fight of God, as to juſtification before him, with the 
Publican in the parable; and as having no other re- 
ſuge for his guilty 3 ETORE Ina 


7 Job xl. 4 n 6. WP 


D3 thaw. 
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than chat Publican bad. Divine mercy, manifeſted 
| in a living Redeemer, was the only hope of holy 
| Job; and the fame free mercy, revealed in the atone- 
| meat, was the hope and the plea of the profignt 
| | Publican o. 

Hh Such alfo was the conduBt of the Man after God's a 
en heart. Enter not into judgment with thy ſervant; 
| for in thy fight ſhall no man living be juſtified. This 
. language very ſtrongly expreſſes the mind of one who 
1 is dead to the law. Yes, theſe words plainly indicate, 
| | that David's heart was deeply impreſſed with an awful 
3 ſenſe of Jehovah's immaculate purity ; the imperfec- 
z | tions attending his own obedience z the extenſive de- 
| mands of divine law; and the terror of that ſentence 
which was his righteous deſert, and muſt unavoida- 
bly be paſſed upon him, if tried by that ſublime 
ſtandard of duty, and according to the tenour of his 
own conduct.—It is very obſervable, that when the 
Plalmiſt thus deprecates the awful trial, he conſiders 
and ftiles himſelf, a ſervent of God. But though he 
allume the honourable character, he is far from 
pleading his ſervices, or truſting to his own obedi- 
| ence, for juſtification. Nay, he peremptorily affirms 
that, before the Lord, no man, no. ſervant of his, can 
be juſtified —To theſe words the Apoſtle refers 
when he ſo often declares; By the deeds of the law, 
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Pall no fleſh be juſtified. This is a capital truh i 


and, till this truth be cordially embraced, till the pro- 
priety and foundation of it be clearly perceived, no 
one can form a proper idea, either of the character of _ 
Jeſus, or the grace of the goſpel; meren rr gv 
danger, or ſeek for ſalvation. | 
With this leading truth, the ſweet Singer of Iſrael 
was thoroughly acquainted. Hence it gains admit- 
tance into another of his devout odes and inimitable . 
what was the rock of his hopes and the ſource of his 
joy. Theſe are his words: F thau, Lord, fbouldft 
mark iniquities ; O Lord, who ul land? But there 
is forgiveneſs with thee, that thou mayeſt be feared *. 
Inſtructive, important faying! Moft happily adapted 
to rebuke the pride of ſelf-righteous confidence, and 
Lord's anointed flees for fafety' to ſovereign grace, 
ing dead to the law; having all his expectations of 
being juſtified -by it entirely extinguiſhed ; he looks 
to another Covenant, and has recourſe to another 
plea Having the awful judgment in view, and con- 
fidering the iſſue of ſuch an exact ſcrutiny; he trem- 


bles at the thought of appearing before his immortal 85 
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procceding, i ho. hall tan? who can be acquitted ? 
Not one of all the human race, Were it not for that 
forgiveneſs which is with God, and is diſpenſed in 
the blood of the Lamb; not oaly the hope of David, 
but that of every ſinner, would have been entirely 
and eternally eclipſed. —But this forgiveneſs being 
worthy of God, proceeding from the infinite riches 
of grace, and equal to the wants of the moſt enor- 
mous tranſgreſſor ; behold ! there is hope for the 
vileſt. Forcrvensss !—delightful word For- 
tiveneſs wrrn Gop !—with Him againſt whom we 
have finned ; with him who has authority to pardon, 
as well as power to puniſh ; ſolid foundation for your 
hope, O trembling finner ! Believing this declara- 
tion, building on this baſis, what ſhould hinder, or 
who has a right to forbid, that our hope of heaven 
ſhould be firm, as the divine declaration, and bright 
as the fun in his meridian glory? Ves, believer, 
this is your unalienable right ; this is your ineſtima- 
ble privilege. For that ffrong conſolation the Lord is 
io willing to beſtow, and for which he has made ſuch 
ample proviſion; is deſigned for all. thoſe who have 
fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope ſet before them *. 
For thoſe who have already fled, for thoſe who are 


now fleving +, to Jeſus the appointed refuge; the im- 


mutability of the divine. counſel, the irrevocableneſs 


„nan + Oe. gerd. 
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raiſe: their joy. 


royal Prophet was dead to the law ? let him read the 


_ deſcription which David gives of the bleſſed man, and 
conſider his words. No one can, with-propriety, be 


called bleſſed, but he who-is i in a pardoned ftate and 
accepted of God; and this the Pſalmiſt intimates. 
For, till his oSS2ces be pardoned and his perſon ac- 
cepted, he is under a curſe and obnoxious to wrath; 
How, then, does that experienced iaint and. ine 


imputed righteouſneſs ? Does he attain» -this bleſſe4 


| becauſe he has performed a ſincere, though imperfect 
obedience? - No ſuch thought was conceived in the 


His words are; Bleſſed ir he whoſe tranſgreſſion is 


here deſcribed as one who is, in himſelf, a polluted 
inner; an inſolvent debtor ; and deeply preſſed in his 


* Pſal. Xxxil. 1, 2. 


s (ci 


of the divine promiſe, and the ſolemnity of the divine 
oath, yes + hn SOS 


Would the reader be more fully perſuaded daf | 


author deſcribe © ;-blefſed man; 2⁴ 8 hat Goes 
he aſcribe his juſtification? To a perſonal, or to an 


and happy ſtate; does he enjoy this great and prect⁊ "© 
ous privilege; in conſequence of keeping the law, or 


Plalmift's mind; no ſuch thing drops from his peri. 


unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in 
whoſe ſpirit there is no guile . The bleſſed man is 


e ͤXL Oe ¶— I Ig 


» 
* 


34 BELIEVERS DEAD TO THE LAW, 
conſcience with the burden of guilt®. This 
bleſſednefs ariſes j not from his own duties; or his 


well-meant endeavours to keep the law; but, from 


the pardoning love of God, the purifying blood of 
Jeſus, and the ſanctifying operations of the Holy 


Spirit. His bleſſedneſt conſiſts, in being cleanſcd- 


from his loathſome defilement; the non-imputation 
of his enormous debt; the removal of his intolerable 
burden; and the renewal of a right ſpirit within him. 
The laſt of which particulars is not the cauſe or con- 
dition of the former ; but an evidence of their being 
dad Ne _ 
The obſervation which Paul makes on this evan- 
gelical and comfortable text, is directly to our pur- 
poſe. He informs us, that the defign of David in 
theſe words is, to deſcribe the bleſſedneſs of the man, 
wnto whom God imputeth righteouſneſs without works +. 
— Righteouſneſs imputed: righteouſneſs without 


works, An odd kind of language in the account of 


many ! Uncouth and myſterious to all who are alive 
tothe law, and ſeeking juſtification by it. But quite 
intelligible and highly comforting, to ſuch as are dead 


© The three terms ufed in this paſſage, to expreſs the pardoning 
mercy of God, give us theſe three ideas of fin 3 to ſet forth, in a more 
affeRting view, its various malignity. At the ſame time to repreſent, 
In = more firiking light, the complicated wretchedneſs of that man 
whole fins are not forgiven ; and to ſhow the ſuperior excellence of 2 
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to the law; to thole who believe in Jeſus, as the je 
ther of the ungodly; and who venerate his cha rming 
name, Tus Loxy- 
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4 which contain the ſubject of · his Eſſay, expreſsly aſ- 
1 | fert. That he had no expectations of life and hap- 
1 pineſs from his own obedience to it; but chat his 
i whole hope was reſolved into the ſovereign grace of 
. + God, and the perfect work of Chriſt, is evident 
from his writings. A few of thoſe paſſages, in which 
| | | theſe fundamental truths are either expreſsly aſſerted, 
| or ſtrongly implied, ſhall now be conſidered. .- 
In his controverſial Epiſtle to the deceived Gala- 
tians, he forms a-ſtriking contraſt between the works 
of the law, and faith in Jeſus. . Thrice he mentions 
the works of the law, and tiwice he excludes them 
from having the leaſt concern in our- juſtification, 
Wich equal frequency he mentions the faith of Cbriſt, 
and as often aſſerts that we are juſtified by it*.— 
Theſe are his words: M' who are Fews by nature, 
and not fonners of the Gentiles, knowing that a man is 
not juſtified by the works of the law, but by the faith of 
Feſus Chrift ; even we have believed in Feſus Chrift, 
that we might be juſtified by the faith of Chriſt, and nit 
by the works of the law : for by the works of the law 
hall no fleſh be juſtified p. Me who are Fews by na- 
ture, and not foners of the Gentiles, We who are 
the children of Abraham, and the peculiar people of 
> * That is, tot by the principle, or the exerciſe of füth, but by 
— NTT RN 8 
| F Gal. 1 * | 


God; 


our on obedience; : yet- 
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_ deſiring, nor any more attempting, to ſeck theſe ſu- 
pedative bleflings by the works of the law, either 


moral or ceremonial. Nor is it without reaſon that 
we have abandoned every ſuch purſuit. For: God 
himſelf has declared, and it ſtands on everlaſting re- 
cord, to confound every proud attempt to eſtabliſh 
our own obedience ; that by the works of the law, 
ſhall no fleſh be juſtified. So that, whether we regard 


the divine declaration recorded by the Pſalmiſt *, or 


tending our beſt performances ; we are fully aſſured, 
that we neyer ſhall, that we never can, be juſtified by 


bo ROT Un, t=od 
mony. 


D bis, 
alſerts, defends the truth for which we plead, in the 
moſt emphatical and reiterated manner. This one 
paſſage, therefore, if conſidered in connection with 
the ſcope and deſign of the whole Epiſtle, and the 


tate of the Galatian churches at the time in which 


it was written, may be juſtly eſteemed a deciſive 
proof of the point—A deciſive proof, that no man 
ever was accepted of God, that no man ever can be 
juſtified before him, by any holineſs of which he is 
the ſubject, or on account of any works which he has 


performed: and, conſequently, 8 
Bever is dead to the law. 


* Pal, cxllll. 2. The 
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great ſolemnity, and as going to utter a truth of the 
laſt importance, he adds; Yea, doubtleſs, and I count 
all things but toſs, for the excelloncy of the knowledge of 
Art Jour my Lord. For whom I have'fuffered 
the loſs of all things, and do count. them but dung that 
# may win Grit, and be found in him; not having 
mine own righteouſneſs, which is of the law; but that 
which is through the faith e N Cf 
aohich is of Gad by faith s. 

Let us briefly conſider een debe er 
remarkable text. Yea, doubtleſs : I affirm-it without 
the leaſt heſitation, and am determined to abide by it. 
That cant ALL THINGS : whether theybe-birth- 
privileges, or Phariſaical zeal z ceremoniabrites, or 
ſplendid appearance, to an eye tinctured with Jewiſh 
prejudices, I count bur . Yea, I do not only thus 
repudiate all my privileges and all my performances 
before converſion; but all my apoſtolic -gifts, and 
all my Chriſtian graces; all that I have and all that 
1 do, I eſteem of no avail in the grand article. of juſ- 
tification. Theſe things, though abundantly uſeful 
and highly excellent, when ſtanding in their proper 


» Philip. iii. 8, 9. 


places 
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places, and referred to ſuitable ends; are little, are 
nothing, are Jos itſelf, compared with the excellency of 
the knowledge of Chrift Feſus my Lord. Such is the 
love I bear to my Saviour, and ſuch the eſteem L have - 
for his righteouſneſs, that for his fake I haue gladly | 
ſuffered the leſs of all things which once I ſo highly 
prized. Nay, however ftrange it may. ſeem to a 
mind that is leavened with legal pride, I again de- 
clare, that I count them deſpicable as the ſordid ſcraps, 
which are thrown: to the dogs; and loathſome as 
dung, which is caſt out of fight. Such is the 
amount of my own performances, and ſuch my eſti- 
mate of them, if ſet in competition with Jeſus, and 
preſuming to ſtand in the place of his righteouſneſs. 
It is, therefore, now my principal defire and ſupreme 
concern that I may win Chrift, as quite ſufficient to 
ſupply all my wants, and to render me completely and 
eternally happy. That ſo, when my Judge aſcends the 
throne, and when none but the perfectly righteous 
ſhall ſtand, I may be found in him the Beloved e. 
Not having, not depending upon or pleading, mine 
non righteouſneſs, which is of the law ; 3 my inherent 
holineſs with which, 25.2 Chriſtian, I am endued; 
and thoſe righteous acts which I have performed, in 
compliance with divine precepts, and with. a view to 
the glory of God. But, being adorned. wich and der 
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pending upon -that glorious obedience ' which i 
through the faith of Chrift; which was finiſhed by 
him, is revealed in the goſpel, ere 
Even that obedience which, to denote its abſolute 
perfeRtion, and the way in which it is received by 
finners, is called; TRR RicuTRousness of Gon 
mY rarru.— Thus the Apoſtle profeſſes his faith, 
and thus he deſcribes the foundation of his hope, rela- 
tive to future acceptance. This declaration he made, 
on purpoſe to guard the Philippian converts againft 
the ſubtle attacks of judaizing teachers : who ftre.. 
nuoufly contended, that ſomething more was neceſſary 
to juſtification, than the righteouſneſs of our divine 
Redeemer, and a. reliance upon it. Which con- 
fideration renders the argument from this paſſage, the- 
more ſtrongly concluſive in proof of our point. 
Let us hear another infallible teacher and follower 
of the Lamb, when delivering, not his own private 
ſentiments, but the faith of the church, and in the 
name of all the Apoſtles. A controverſy being raiſed 
about the neceſſity of circumciſion in order to ſal- 
vation, it was carried on by the Jewiſh zealots with 
no mall degree of warmth, and not without much 
Giſturbance to the peace of believers. On this occa- 
fion, the Apoſtles and elders being convened at Jeru- 
falem to conſider the unhappy. affair; Peter, after 
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E. 
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mentioning various — with n 
but comprehenſive declaration of his own faith, and 
the faith of the church in general. Let us atten- 
tively hear his words, and diligently conſider their 
import. For he ſpeaks'by the Holy Ghoſt, and de- 
livers the mind of Chriſt. He ſpeaks on a weighty- 
occaſion, and to determine an important controverſy. 
The controverſy, in fact, was; Whether Jeſus only, 
ſhould have the glory of ſaving ſinners? Or, Whe- 
ther human endeavours and human worthineſs, ought. 
not to ſhare it with him? Thus the conteſt lay be- 
tween the grace of God and che pride of man: an: 
thus it ſtill continues, however the terms of the queſ- 
tion may be varied, or whatever diſguiſes it may 
The decifion given to this controverſy im thoſe 
times, and what will be always valid, is contained in 
the following words. BUT WE BELIEVE, "THAT 
THROUGH ' THE GRACE OF 'OUR LoRY 'Jesvs: 
CunrsT, WE SHALL BE SAVED®.. Salvation is 
that all-comprehenſve bleſſing, ' which the awakerted: 
ſinner wants. Let this be granted, and his defires- 
are ſatisfied : he can have no more. For it includes 
a complete deliverance from every evil, and the full 
enjoyment of. every good. Now this infinitely glo- 
rious bleſſing is expreſsly ſaid to be by grace: and 


Acts xv. 11 


5 


grace 
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grace is free favour. In the facred Writings it is 
direQly oppoſed to all works and worthineſs, Nor 
can it be otherwiſe. For, where works and worthi- 
grace ceaſes . When, therefore, it is affirmed by 
the Oracle of heaven, that we are ſaved by grace, we 
are led to conclude ; That our own dutics, however 
fincere or however diverſified, have no part in the 
wonderful work: but that favour, free, ſovercign 
Favour, is all in all. The foundation of the ſpiritual 
temple, and of our eternal happineſs, was laid in the 
riches of grace. The ſtones are poliſhed, and the 
ſuperſtructure is reared, by the hand of omnipotent 
grace: and when the laſt ſtone in the magnificent 
edifice ſhall be laid, it will be with ſhoutings, 
Guracs! GRACE unte it + |—It was free, ſovereign 
grace, which diſtinguiſhed the veſſels of mercy, in 
the eternal decree of election. The reaſon why they 
were choſen rather than others, is to be reſolved, not 
into any difference there was originally between 
works foreſeen ; but into the ſovereign will of Him 


e Gratia.nen crit gratia ullo modo, nifi fit gratuita omi modo, 
S. Dordrech. Pars III. . 217. 
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Who ſays, I wil! have erty; vn dh Twill hirve 
1 robe Tame: grate was Ebert inthe 
. . 0 E is J Ii! IYUSEST Fe 1 8 Ch. 
2afl ſe angebe: wi? * utzd rd no wic gi 
e i, 8. The doctrine „e Aitogitink mes, 5 
it muſt be acknowledged, is too generally exploded ; n. Lg 2 
8 ow diteaglel, ag not fitted to gain the aſſent of the free · inquirer ; 
Weber an age ab che pretent.— The oppolers" of it N 
plead, its ſupposed incinſPercy wh the ideas we naturally have of the 
perfeRions of the Supreme Being. But the true neaſon is, its ũacon- 
- fſtency with the pride of man, and the apininn of banas worthineſs, 
which ſo generally Here, it Nr e is an 
e e ein A 
0 \ Hence it ih chät 
we are naturally ſo loch wo,embrace chis humbling truth.—Nay, ſore. 
there arg. who freely confeſs, chaß ſalvation. is by Chi only, and chat 
juſtification is through his imputed righteouſneſs z who are nat cafily | 
brought to adrnlt the doctrine of eternal, perſonal, and unconditional. 
election Inth/ their creed. Tbbagk their #xperience” may plead for ity, 
though their tuliatirued ſortivecert may involve it; yet they Giſpate. = 
againſt it, as coramon}y and juſtly Rated by Calviniſts, and endeavour two. * 
had it vice horid conſequences. T his the writer of theſe pages kngws. ft 
experience, to his grief and ſhame. Thrqugh the ignorance of his. 
mind, the pride of his heart, and the prejudices of his education ; be, | 
in his younger years, often oppoſed it with duch warmth, though with. | . 
no ſmall degree of weakneſs. But, after an impartial inquiry and 'A | 
many prayers, he found reaſon to alter his judgment. He found it to 
be the doQtrine of the Bible, and a dictate bf the unerring Spirit. Being- 
thus patroniſed, he received the once obnoxious ſentiment under a full 
conviction of its being a divine truth. Now he conſiders the eternal, 
diſcriminating love of God, in the choice of his people, as the original 
fource of all thoſe ſpiritual bleflings they here enjoy; and of all that 
glory they hereafter expect. To the diffinguifling love of the Father ; 1 
to the redeeming bload of the Son; to the almighty agency and ſanctify- 0 | 
| ing, 


* 


/ 
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conſtitution of the everlaſting Covenant of peace, 
which was made with Chriſt, as the head of the cho- 
len feed; and in treaſuring up all ſpiritual bleflings 


in kim on their behalf v. Our cen, By Js 


aſcribed, in the Volume of infpraion to the fe 

Chriſt being the great truſter of is cee or 
grace, and the grand repoſitory of all the bleflings of 
grace; infinite grace is manifeſted throngh him in 
ſach a manner, as to refleR a glory on all the perfec- 
tions of Deity, as well as to ſecure ſalvation to all ity 
See. As it was an act of unutterable condeſcen- 
„en and an evidence of boundleſs love, in the Son 
God, to undertake the arduous work and become 
incarnate that he might accompliſh” it; ſo we are, 
with great propriety, faid to be ſaved by Hir grace. 
As in the text under conſideration ; Ve believe that 
ing operations of the Divine Spirit, he now defires to aſcribe the whole, 


unrivalled honour, of a complete, eternal ſalvation, In the firm belief 
of this glorious and comprehenſive truth, he defires to live ; enjoying 
the feet confolations arifing from it, he defires to die: and, if the 
Lord thus favour him, be does not fear, but his life will be uſeful, in 
forme degree 3 his death peaceful, and his end ſalvation. | 


* Eph. i. 3. 1 Tim. 1 9. 
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be” ſeved. We balieot; we' are fully petfiatia and 
reſt in it as a certain, ſacred, and moſt comfortable 
truth z that, though our ſtate be extremely miſcrable, 


and bur perſons abſolutely unworthy ; though we. 5 


have forfeited every bleffing, and incurred ever) 
curſe; yet through the grace, the unmerited favou 
and boundleſs benignity of our Lord Jeſus whey 
we ul! be ſaved. He, being a Perſon of infinite 
dignity, has performed a work of infinite value; in 
virtue'of Which, we ſhall be completely ved. Sad 
while here, from the curſe of the law and the do- 


minion of Satan : faved, hereafter, from the being 
of fin and the damnation of hell. © So} 


ved, as to fear no evil: fo perfectly bleſſed, as to 


| 

. want no good. "Such a fal vation did NE Fl Bs 
1 ſuch a falvation does Chrift perform ! | 
e 


In this truly apoſtolical creed, which was deli. 

2) vered by Peter and recorded by Luke, the grace of 

Po God and the work of our Lord, are all in all: and 
25 it aſeribes our whole ſalvation to the 

of Chriſt, fo it ſecures the whole glory to his ador- 


hope of the primitive Chriſtians being contained in 
it, we have a ſtriking inftance and an irrefragable 
proof, that they were dad to the Taw, That the 
peace of their minds in time, and their hope of bliſs 
in eternity, did not ariſe from their on obedience; 
mn revelation of divine grace which is 


12 


tble name. The avowed belief and the comfortable 


% 
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made in the goſpel— That ſovereign glace, which 
richly provided every bleſſing, and freely, furniſhes, 
every requilute, neceſſary io everlaſting bliſs.. (hu 
Having conſidered this apoſtolical confeflion; of 
faith, as it is preſerved for our inſtruction in the moſt 
authentic hiſtory of the primitive Chriſtian, church, 
let us once more advert to the writings of Paul. We 
have already heard him declare, that he. was dead to 
the law. We have alſo heard him loudly. proclaim 
the excellence of chat righteouſacſs by which, he was 
Juſtificd, and have ſeen him carefully. deſcribe the 
foundation on which the molt guilty may ſafely reſt 
the weight of their immortal concerns, Let us now 
obſerve him bitterly lamenting over his unbappy bre- 
thren after the fleſh. Theſe are his affecting words, 
„ introduced with a ſolemn appeal to Hea- 
: 1 have great beavineſs aud continual forrow i in 
my * my brethren, my kinſmen according to 
the fleſh. To which he adds; My heart's, deſire and 
prayer to God, for Iſrael, is, that they might be 
ſaved *.— What was the cauſe of this inconſolable 
grief? Were they ſcandalous in their lives, and 
atrociouſly wicked? Had they renounced the wor- 
ſhip of God, and ſunk into practical Atheiſm? Far 
from it. The perſons over whom he laments, had a 
neal for God, and earneſtly rn a ghee 
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neſs. Of this Paul was a witneſs, and this he openly 
teſtifies %—In what, then, did their fatal / miſtake 
conſiſt ? For the popular maxim and the reaſon on 
which it is founded, are; Be ſincere. © Perform 
© every duty to. the utmoſt of your power and the 


<beſt of your knowledge, and you ſhall obtain the 


© favour of God and the fruition of heaven. For it 
cannot be ſuppoſed, if the heart be ſincer in the wor- 

© ſhip of God, and the conduct regular in the ſight of 
© men, that the ſtate of a perſon can be bad, whatever 
© may be his doctrinal ſentiments. Such is the voice 
of general opinion, but not of divine Revelation. 
For, if this maxim were founded in truth, there could 
have been little occaſion for the Apoſtle's heart-felt 
ſorrow, over thoſe of his brethren he here mentions. | 
If, therefore, we would pay a proper degree of defer- 


ence to the judgment of Paul, as an infallible guide; 


and credit the account which he gives of his kiaſmen, 
and of his lamentation over them; we muſt conclude, 
that the maxim is falſe, and the reaſon on: which it is 
founded a dangerous miſtake, - Conſequently, ſup- 
poſing a man to act in perfect conformity to it, his 
ſtate might yet be extremely ""_ and his end eter- 
nally miſerable. 

The Jews, over whom the e Apoſtle 
wept, were alive to the law, and ſeeking juſtification 


Kom. x. 2. and ix. 31. 
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byit. Though fincere in a religious profeſſion, and 
punctual in their attendance on divine inftitutions ; 
they were utterly ignorant of the goſpel, and oppoſed 
the greatRedeemer. That ſure foundation which Jeho- 
vah had laid in Zion for the ſalvation of his people, 
was rejeQed, and became to them @ rock of offence . 
—They followed after the law of righteouſneſs, with 
fincerity and zeal ; but its terms were too high and 
its conditions too hard for them to perform, ſo that they 
could not obtain juſtification by it. For they ſought 
that capital blefling, not by faith in their promiſed 
Meſſiah ; but as it were by the works of the law +,— 
They bad a zeal of God, and a concern for his wor- 
ſhip; but net according to knowledge, as their conduct 
plainly ſhowed. For they being ignorant of God's; 
righteouſneſs ; of the perſect purity of his nature, and 
the extenſive demands of his law; and going about, 
or fecking by every likely expedient, to gfabliſb their 
own righteouſneſs, as the condition of life, have not 
Fubmitted themſelves to the righteouſneſs of God. Such 
was the unwarrantable opinion they had of their own 
imperfeR duties, and fo great was the pride of their 
hearts, that they would not accept of that complete 
righteouſneſs, which was appointed of God and pro- 
vided by him—even that righteouſneſs, which is able 
— ache. a oe 


® Rom. ix. 3. + Rom. is. 31, 32 
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their offended Maker is well pleaſed *— Would we 
know more particularly, what obedience it is that de- 
ſerves the glorious character? The Apoſtle informs 


us. For Ghrift is the end of the law. All that it re-. 


quires, he performed: all that it threatens, he under 
went. This, all this was done and ſuffered,” not 
merely to ſet us an example, but for righteouſneſs; a 
real, perfect righteouſneſs. As ſuch it is accounted 
by the law, and accepted by the Lawgiver. Nor was 
it deligned for the benefit of him who performed it 
but it was deſigned for ſinners, and is freely imputed 
to every one that belieueth; without _y ner 
perſans, or any regard to worthineſs rt. 

To this matchleſs obedience the Wb gde 


Jenks (monks e Giants. Being ignorant of their 


guilty ſtate, and in the warm purſuit of acceptance 


with God by their own duties; they were unwilling to 


admit the thought of being indebted to grace. To 
look for juſtification by the righteouſyels of One; 
whom their Sanhedrim had agreed to execrate/- and 
pronounced worthy of death; to expect ſalvatioti 
through believing in One, who, loaded with infamy | 
and ' racked with torture, expired on a croſs; chis 
they eſteemed highly. abſurd. A ſalvation by fuch 
unpromiſing means, and granted in ſuch a ſingular 
nemme Ie 
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2 figure, as co- partners in the affair, they would not 
accept; they thought themſelves warranted from their 
hearts to deſpiſe —Nor would they acknowledge, that 
the crucified Jeſus was their promiſed Meſſiah; 
though the time in which he appeared, the doc- 
trines he taught, and the works he performed, all 
atteſted his divine miſſion, and afforded the brighteſt 
evidence in ſupport of his claim to the character. 
Thus they rejected his perſon, doctrine, and work. 
As ignorance of the holineſs of God, the purity of 
his law, and the evil of fin, laid a foundation for that 
proud opinion they entertained. of the excellence of 
their own duties ; and as that iſſued in their rejection 
of the Lord Meffiah ; fo the fame ignorance and pride 
cauſe the generality now to reje& his imputed righ- 
twoulneſs, as totally unneceſſary, even when they do 
not proceed to that daring infidelity, which pours 
we may ſafely conclude, that all the ſupine negligence 
about eternal things, which appears in the world; and 
all that difregard which is ſhown to Chriſt and his 
work, where the goſpel revelation ſhines ; proceed 
232 w fo x) the 
righteouſneſs of God in his la. 

. Now, reader, are you dead to the law? Are al 
mamnonpaſtutces cada: ywar Sefines of: fifiGreticn 
by it, extint ?—Remember, it is one thing to ac- 
knowledge a truth 1 and another to live 


under 
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a qoctrinal way, that believers are dead to the law; 
who yet, in the diſpoſitions of their hearts and in their 


EEO were never divorced from it,” Their A 


naryiyiews in the performance of duty; and Quirks 


law. Theſe, when habitual, are a conyincing proof 


that they are alive to it; that they are ſtill, in a par- 


nm rea 


own 3 


* Here it eee That the real believer, even 
after a long experience in the ways of God, is top ready.to look to his 
own frames and duties for that peace and comfort, ,which nothing: but 
the blood of Christ and the teſtimony of the Spirit can poſſibly give. 
A legal bias of mind being natural to us, our yiews. of the Saviour, 
and of his glorious righteouſneſs are, at the beſt, ſo contrated; that 
we often looſe fight of the excellent object, before we are aware. --- 
The candid reader and experienced. Chriſtian will not be offended, if 1 


here introduce a paragraph, extracted from the life of a miniſter of the 


goſpel in the laſt century ; as it may, in ſome degree, both Ntuftrate 


Owzn STocx rox; a part of whoſe experience is. contained in the 
. * ] find that though in my judgment and profeſſion, 1 
« acknowledge Chrift to be my righteouſneſs and peace z yet upon ex- 
* amination 1 obſerye that my beart hath done quite another thing; 


* and that ſecretly I have gane about to eſtabliſh. my own righteoul- 


* neſs, and have derived my comfort and peace from my cn afings. 


* For when I have been diſquicted by the afting of my fins, .that which 
hach recovered me to my 5 that I could 


F3 . + find. 


formed, it well, are evidences that they cleave to the 


and confirm this obſervation. The. miniſter to whom I refer, was Mr. 
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What think you of the Redeemer's righteouſneſs ? 
Have you a ſuperlative eſteem for it, and is it, with 
vou, in reference to juſtification, the one thing necd- 
Fl? Do you repoſe your confidence for acetptance, 
inthat only; and venture your all for eternity, on 
that fingle bottom ? Is that your plea, at tie Yirone 
of gracez and is it your ardent deſire to be found in 
it, when ſtanding at the great tribunal ? There you 
muſt ſhortly ſtand, before a Judge whoſe eyes are a. 
« flame of fire, and with whom is terrible majeſty. Ex- 
G 


enen bee ee W 
* the intermiſſion of temptation, and the ceſſation of thoſe fins. When 
© Lhave been troubled at an evil frame of heart, I do not find that the 
ne of Chriſt hath been my conſolation ; but that which has 
© relieved me, as far as I can find, was, that afterwards I have found 
elf in a leer remper. Having been in trouble and perplexity, 1 
©* have read the Scripture, gone to prayer, and im doing theſe I have 
© been rVlieved; yet 1 do not find, that at ſuch times, I had a real, 
» true, living communion with God in ſuch duties; or that the 
« Spirit of God did, in thoſe duties, reveal to me my intereſt in Chriſt, 
* and fo quiet my conſcience. Hence I come to ſee what great need 
© 1 have, and that it is of fingular uſe, to watch over my ſoul in all its 
© ways, both in reference to fin, that I fall not into it; and when 
„ fallen, what the carriage and actings of my ſoul are at ſuch a time; 
* whether 1 flee for relief to God in Chriſt, or to my own works. For 
© ws Satan keeps ſome alienated from God by the groſs pollutions of the 
© world; ſo others from Chriſt, by their eſtabliſhing a righteouſneſs of 
© their own. O Lord! break thou this ſnare for me. In Brazr's 
Evrernal Law and Everlaſting Goſpel, Part I. Pref. p. xv, xvi. 
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an acquaintance with Jeſus Chriſt, The fruits of an 
increaſing acquaintance with Him are truly deſirable, 
and unſpeakably precious. For the more you behold 
of his perſonal glories and perfect obedience, the leſs 
will you cleave to the law, or depend on your on 
defective duties. This is a certain truth, and con- 
firmed by all Chriſtian experience. For though you 


will not be inclined to reject the law, as a rule of iQ 


ral conduct; or to neglect duty, as an evidence of 
your cordial ſubmiſſion to divine authority, and of 
gratitude for benefits recei ved and bleſſings expected; 

yet you will have a meaner opinion of all” that you 


do, and a ſtronger confidence in the” work of your 


Saviour. Beſides; the peace you enjoy will be ſtea- 
dier, and the works you perform will be more fpiri- 


tual. Pur peace will be fleadier. For the more | 
clearly you ſee the dignity of Him who made your 
peace, the greater will the worth of that work ap- | 
pear, by which it was made. Conſequently, your | 


dependence upon it will be more firm; your rejoic- 


the all- ſufficiency of the divine Mediator increaſe, ſo 
will your love to him. Bebolding, as in 4 glaſs, the 
glory of the Lord, we are changed into the fame'image, 
from. glory to glory. The love of God being the 
principle of all acceptable obedience, in proportion as 
chat generous principle is more lively and active, 
2 | | duty 


ing in it will be more conſtant . Hur duties will be 
more ſpiritual. For in proportion as your views of 
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duty will be performed with greater diligence ; and 
ö pragar; and, the 
glory of the ever-blefied God. | 

_ Yes, believer, in ſuch a procedure you will find 

your ſpiritual account, and grace ſhall have the glory. 
Ce eons 
hope bright as the day. Love will expand the heart, 
and holineſs bloſſom as the roſe. The life will be 
vocal of the Redeemer's praiſe, and even death itſclf 
peaceful in his embrace. 

* Reveal, bleſſed Jeſus ! reveal thy glory to mine 
* eye, and ſhed abroad thy love in my heart. Caufe 
me to reſt completely ſatisfied in thy undertaking, 
_ < as the fulfilling end of the law; and enable me to 
© live upon thy inexhauſtible fulneſs. Empty me of 
© all fſelf-dependence, and make me truly humble. 
* Show me the beauty of holineſs, as delineated in 
© thy moſt perſect pattern; and help me to copy it 
© in my own conduct. Raiſe my affections to hea- 
© venly things, and grant me the abiding earneſt of 
* my ternal inheritance. — Then, though in a finful 
© world and a militant ſtate ; though haraſſed with 
* bodily pain, or pinched with worldly poverty; 1 
© ſhall not only be fafe, but happy. Tbe flaviſh 
© fears of damnation ſhall be far diſtant, and the 
© beams of celeſtial joy ſhall ſhine into my ſoul. 
Then, ye ſons of ſenſuality and children of pride, 


»calk . 


ye 


ye may take your ſordid pleaſures, and boaſt of 
your tinſel honours; I ſhall neither covet your 
© lawleis mirth, nor envy your ſounding titles. 
©, Being dead to the law, and alive to my God; 


© being ſafe in the hands of my Saviour, and bleſt 


with a ſenſe of his love; having death in remem- 


© brance, and heaven in view; I ſhall deſpiſe your 


© mean purſuits, and abhor your illicit enjoyments. 
© While the world are ſatisfied with the feather of 
© fading honours, and the froth of periſhing plea- 
"© ſures; be it thy concern, O my ſoul I to glorify 
Him who died for thee and roſe again. Then 
© ſhall ſubſtantial pleaſures be thy preſent ny 
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ith FAVING ſhown that CTY are dead to the 
, 


ow, we ; muſt now conſider the law AS dead 
to them, 

All thoſe who are dead to the "nt a8 2 Gran 
the law, under that eonſideration, is dead to them. 
As the relation is mutual, while it ſubſiſts at all, ſto 
bs the death. —Conſidered as the offspring of Adam, 
4 ye % ? N | We 
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we are born under the law, as a Covenant: we look 
to it for life, and continue in that fituation while 
unregenerate. But, when the Spirit of God en- 
lightens the mind to diſcern our ſtate, and awakens 
the conſcience to apprehend our danger ; all expec- 
tations of life by our own obedience are blaſted. 
We flee to Jeſus Chriſt as the end of the law; take 
ſhelter under another Covenant; and are no longer 
fubjet to the law as preſcribing the condition of 
life, nor any more liable to its awful curſe. It is, 
in that reſpect, dead ; and our deliverance from it is 
complete. 12 

This comfortable truth we are taught, by the pen 
of inſpiration, in the Epiſtle of Paul to the Romans. 
Thus we read: Know ye not brethren (for I ſpeak to 
. them that inow the law) bow that the law hath 
dominion over @ man as long as it Neth e. For the 
women which hath an huſband, is bound by the low 
& her huſband, ſo long as be liveth: but if the 
huſband be dead, foe is Jooſed from the law of ber 
buſbend. So then, if while ber huſband liveth, ſbe 
be married to another man, fbe ſhall be called an 
adyltreſs ; but if her huſband be dead, ſbe is free 
from that law ;, fo that fhe is no adultreſs, though /be 
be married te another man—-Wherefore, my brethren, 

* That the Apeltie here defigns the Lrev, not the mas, has been 


obſerved by many. So underſtood, it ſeerns much better to agree with 
the following illuſtration, and with the ſcope of the place in general. 


Je 
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ye alſo are become dead to the law, by the boty of 
Chrift, that ye fhould be married to another, even to 
Him who is raiſed from the dead But now we are 
delivered from the law, that 3 4 W u 
were held s. 

On this remarkable ld, we may Ms. 
That the divine law, by an uſual figure of ſpeech, 
is deſcribed as a perſon. It is compared to a huſband, 
to whom ſome are married, and to whom others are 
dead. To the law, in its Covenant-form, men 
naturally cleave, as a wiſe to her huſband. They 
look to it for juſtification, and on their obedience to 
it they depend for everlaſting life. Their hopes of 
happineſs and fears of miſery riſe and fall, in exa& 
proportion to that obedience which they ſuppoſe 
themſelves to perform, in conformity to its com- 
mands, and the conſciouſneſs they have of their diſ- 


obedience to it. Such expectations and fears prove, 


at they are alive to the law ; and this infers, that 


the law is alive to them: and while alive to them, 
it has dominion over them. 


This dominion of the law is abſolute. It extends 


to all the: power ef We mind, anf all tile meanders = 


of the body; to all the imaginations of the heart, 
and all their effects in the life. It requires, on the 
dreadful peril of incurring its higheſt" difpleaſure, 
and of ſuffering its heavieſt curſe RO 
* Rom. vid. , | | 

craay 
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every inſtance and perpetually, ſhould perfectly cor- 
reond with its righteous demands.—This the 
Apoſtle illuſtrates in the following manner. For 
the woman which bath an huſband, is bound by the 
law to ber huſband, fo long as he liveth. In like 
manner, all who are alive to the law and married to 
it, are bound to obey it in all things, as long as it 
lives. Nothing but death can diſſolve the obligation. 
Either the law, as a huſband, muſt die to the 
finner ; or the finner, as wedded to the law, muſt 
die to all expectations of juſtification by it, before he 
can be looſed from its commands, as preſcribing the 
condition of life, or be freed from its tremendous 
du cen. That this twofold death takes place, 
to the law and a regenerate man, the unerring 
Writer proceeds to aſſert. But if her huſdand be 
dead, fhe is looſed from the law of her huſband. As 
that relation which the law of marriage regards, was 
entirely diſſolved by the huſband's death; ſo the 
law itſelf muſt unavoidably and abſolutely ceaſe, to- 
gether with all its conſequences.” And as the wife 
has no further expectations of aſſiſtance from him, 
he being dead; ſo ſhe has no longer any fear of 
former huſband, ſhe is entirely at liberty to marry 
another man, without being chargeable with adultery. 
The Apoſtle now proceeds to apply the com- 
. pariſon. Wherefore, my brethren, juſt ſuch is your 
' Caſe, 
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en The law, as a huſband, was once alive, and 
had dominion over you; but now it is dead. Te 


alſy were once alive to the law, but are now become | ny 
dead ts it. Having ſeen its infinite purity, and felt 


its killing power e, ye were obliged to acknowledge, 


that you could not be juſtified by it. ReluQantly _ _ 


ye quitted your ſelf-righteous hopes. -Bur, having 
heard the glorious goſpel, and being, 3 


Spirit, enabled to behold” the body of Chriſt; that 


thoſe ſufferings which he underwent, in that imma-. 
culate body, to fatisfy the law and juſtify ſinners; 
; with the utmoſt readineſs ye renounced your own 
righteouſneſs. Having found Jeſus, the pearl of 
great price, and in him all that you need, ye freely 
relinquiſhed your former pleas. Thus ye became 
dead to the law, that ye ſhould be married to another | 


and a better huſband; even to HII who died on the 


"C's GW & 7: 3 


body which the Son of God aſſumed, when he was 
made under the law; and viewing the glory of that 
obedience which he performed, and the greatneſs of 


crols to atone for your fins, and 7 rs raiſed from the 
dead to preſent you complete f. Ves, my brethren, . 
that adorable” Perſon is now become the object of 
your ſtrongeſt affection. To Him ye look for every 


ane l Do 


9 —This. | 
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— This being our happy caſe, we are now DELI- 
VERED from the law. Its dominion over us is en- 
tirely ceaſed. No longer has it authority to demand 
obedience from us, more or leſs, as the condition of 
life ; or to denounce a curſe upon us for diſobedience. 
Nar can it be otherwiſe with us, as believers, or with 
er a Covenant. For the inſpired Author 
adds, as a reaſon of tits farmer aſſertion; That being 
DEAD wherein we were held. We were bound, by 
the law, to finleſs obedience. That was the leaſt it 
required ; and, for non-performance, it held us ac- 
curſed, Thus we were held by it, and under it. 
But now it is dead. The obligation we were under 
to pertect, perſonal obedience, as the condition of life, 
is therefore cancelled. Nor are we any longer ob- 
noxious to its penal ſanction: for we are not under the 
law, but under grace. Happy deliverance ! Won- 
derful change ! Such is the purport of this important 
paragraph. , Wy: 
Nor has the law, as a Covenant, the leaſt room to 
complain. For this way of deliverance from its 
high demands and awful ſanction, is as equitable in 
 _ Irflf;, as it is comfortable to the believer. Its pre- 
_ cepts were not given, nor its curſe denounced, in 
vain. For though the choſen of God were unable 
to perform the one, or to ſuffer the other, in their 


own perſonsz * 
Surety 


HE LAW DEAD TO BELIEVERS, 65 

- Surety, its precepts were inviolably kept, and on him 
its curſe was fully executed. It was entirely on 
weir behalf, that the Eternal Word became incar- 
nate. It was in their name and in their ſtead, that ; 
he obeyed the commands of the law, and ſuffered its 
penalty, Now all this being according to the eter- 
nal Compact, in the counſels of Heaven, and to 
manifeſt the riches of divige grace in the ſal vation of 
ſinners; it is imputed to them, and they are inveſted 
with it. Theirs it was, in the deſign of God, before 
- they had a being, or time began; - which ſecured 
them from final condemnation. Theirs it is, in the 
happy enjoyment, when dead to the law; which 
frees them from ſlaviſn fears, which produces in them 
a holy liberty and heavenly joy. Theirs it is, to 
juſtify and ſave; to render complete in the eye of the 
law, and eternally bleſſed in the fruition of God. 

| While ſinners are alive to the law, and the law has 
dominion over them, its requiſitions are high and its 
language is terrible] for whatſoever things the law, 
as a Covenant, ſaith, it ſaith to them that are under 
the law. But, when dead to it, and when they com- 
mence believers, it addreſſes them in a- milder tone, 
and with ſweeter accents. Viewing them in Jeſus 
Chriſt their exalted; head, its pacific language is; 
© I own myſelf entirely fulfilled; I acknowledge my- 
* ſelf completely ſatisfied. True it is, my nature is 
not in the leaſt altered ; my requirements are not at 
68 2 e 
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* all abated. My end, as commanding, is ſtill a per- 
* feQt righteouſneſs o my end, as violated, is ſtill ex- 
* treme puniſhment . I cannot but require perfect 
© love to God, perfect love to man, and perfect 
© holineſs both in heart and life. Never. abating a 
© title of theſe demands, I denounce the curſe on 
every offender, and on the leaſt departure from ab- 
* ſolute perfection. But here, believers, is your ſafe- 
* ty, and this is your comfort; My precepts have 
© been fully obeyed by Jeſus your ſubſtitute. This 
* obedience I conſider, as far ſuperior to the ſpotleſs 
© innocence of your firſt father, while in the bowers 
of paradiſe, and to the ſanctity of angels in the glory 
© of heaven. It is poſſeſſed of infinite worth, and by 
© it I am highly magnified t.— This is your comfort, 
© believers, that the curſe due to your ſins, has been 
© executed on your moſt holy Surety; and his moſt 
© bitter ſufferings were more than equal to your eter- 
© nal miſery. As he performed that matchleſs obe- 
© dience, and underwent thoſe unparalleled ſufferings 
© in your nature and profeſſedly in your ſtead; I am 
© thoroughly fatisfied, and you are completely juſti- 
© fied. Now, though I. cannot diſpenſe with the 
© leaſt fault, or connive at any infirmity; yet I be- 
© hold all your faults laid on Immanuel : I behold all 


2 — — $0 you. On His ac- 


„ Rom. x. 4- + Gal. M. 20. m Ua. xl. 21. 
count 


nt 
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count, I acquit you from guilt z I accept you as 
_ © righteous; and pronounce you worthy of eter- | 


© nal life —Hail,. ye highly favoured of the Lord! 


© Ye are wiſe; ye are lafe; ye are happy!” My 
Author and your God, has pronounced you bleſſed; 


© and ſhall I ſeek to reverſe it? Your [Redeemer has 
© died, your Redeemer is riſen; and ſhall I diſpute 
© whether ſatisfaction was made? How ſhall I curſe, 
© whom the Lord hath mt curſed?*—Such is the lan- 


- guage of divine law, to him that believes in the 
Lord Redeemer; and in this juſtice itſelf acquieſces: 


while both agres to expedity. 2 
ſalvation 8. 5 


N MG CES DEP VOPIIER 


Joy unſpeakable and full of glory? To rejoice, not in 
himſelf, but in the LoRD mis RicuTzEousness. 


Joy in the Lord is his exalted privilege +, and thank- 


fulneſs to God ſhould be his conſtant buſineſs. For, 
in the Redeemer's obedience, he is not only pardoned 
and freed from puniſhment; but is alſo the object of 
divine complacency. Though, in himſelf, loathſome 


with impurity, and foul -as the dunghill ; laden with 


guilt, and obnoxious to ruin; yet, being intereſted 
in this moſt excellent righteouſneſs, and veſted with 


this moſt beautiful robe; he is pronounced righte- 


ous by infinite juſtice, and declared abſetquely fair, 
* Mr. Hznvay' + ren Lieut Me, ]. Wrerzr, p. 1342-3355 
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in the eye of Omniſcience While alive to the 
law, the righteouſneſs in which he truſted was ex- 
tremely imperſect. It could neither procure pardon 
for his offences, nor peace for his conſcience: nei- 
ther adorn him for the glory of heaven, nor ſcreen 
him from the vengeance of hell. But this—being 
wrought, finiſhed, and infinitely ennobled, by our in- 
carnate God—this, O believer ! is all in all. By 
this you have pardon of fin, and peace with your 
Maker; are delivered from death, and entitled to 
glory. In this you ſhall be admitted to the marriage 
ſupper of che Lamb, and in it you ſhall ſhine to all 
© Though the righteouſneſs be ſupremely glorious, it 
© is quite out of my reach,” be it obſerved : That the 
_righteouſneks itſelf, and all the bleſſings connected 
with it, are gifts of the freeſt grace. For they were 
all deſigned, not to diſtinguiſh merit, but to enrich 
crembling finner ! and regard the teſtimony of God 
concerning Chriſt, as affording you an indiſputable 
right to rely on the righteouſneſs, and to expect the 
blefings. The divine declaration excludes none, no 
not the vileſt, that are willing to come to Jeſus f. 
The moſt enormous crimes and the greateſt unwor- 


* Numb. win 22. Jer. I. 20. Cant. iv. 9. Eph. v. 27. 
ul. i. ua + John vi. 37. Matt. xl. 38. 
a | thineſs 


thineſs are no objection at all, on the part of our Sa- 
viour. Why, then, ſhould they be a diſeouragement 
to you? Remember, awakened ſinner,” that it is 
GRACE to which you muſt apply for relief; and 
grace, in the very nature of things, has no concern 
but with the uUnworTHY.- Is it ſalvation, a great 
ſalvation, you want? Who, then, are the proper 
objects of ſuch a favour? The holy? the Tighteous? 


| thoſe who can help themſelves? No: but the guilty ; 


the miſerable ; thoſe who deſerve damnation. Theſe - 
— let the deſponding hear and rejoice l and let the 
mouth of proud infidelity be for ever ſtopped—theſe 
are the proper objects of a great, a free, a divine ſal- 
vation. On ſuch, grace will be magnified. From 
ſuch, Immanuel will have the glory which is due to 


his beneficent and charming name, JasUs.—-May the 


Lord the Spirit; whoſe office it is to lead into all the 
truth, and to glorify Chriſt, direct my reader's in- 
quiries, and ſatisfy his doubts! May he die to the 
law, and to all ſelf-righteous hopes | Then ſhall he 


law be dead to him, Being married to the heavenly 


Bridegroom; intereſted in his perſon, and endowed 
with his riches; he ſhall 5ring forth fruit unto God a. 
His mind ſhall be peaceful, and his life uſeful. He 
ſhall be attended here, with inviolable ſafety ; here- 
after, he ſhall enjoy unutterable bliſs. - 


Rom. vil. 4- 


SECTION 


nen an TO THE LAW, _ 


SECTION v. R 
BELIEVERS . DEAD TO THE LAW, THAT THEY 
MIGHT LIVE/TO GOD. 


Sour, perhaps, may be ready thus to inſer; * If 
© bdlievers are dead to the law, and the law be dead 
© to them, they are quite at liberty to live as they 
© pleaſe. They may fin without controul from the 
© law, and without any remorſe of conſcience. Their 
© own obedience not being a condition of their for- 
© givencks ; having no hand in procuring the favour 
©* of God, or the juſtification of their ſouls ; there 
-© is no occaſion for it. They may launch into li- 
© centiouſnefs, and their ſtate be equally ſafe, their 
© end equally happy, as if hey were diligent in the 
© performance of duty, and ſtrictly ſelf-denying.'— 
In anſwer to ſuch an ignorant cavih and in confu- 
tation of ſuch « falſe ſurmiſe, I. ſhall only obferve; 
That the great Apoſtle has drawn a very diffe- 
rent concluſion from the fame premiſes. For he 
fays, 1 am dead to. the law, that I might—what? 
commit iniquity with greedineſs, and fin with impu- 
nity ? By no means: but, that 1 might L1tvs un's0 r 
Gop. 1 8 
The glory of God is the ultimate end of our ex- 
i | iſtence 
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iſtence itſelf, and of all we enjoy *. All the diſ- 
penſations of Providence, and all the bleſſings ꝛ0f 


grace, perfectly harmonize in accompliſhing the 
grand deſign. But the bleſſings of grace, being 


much more glorious in themſelves, more beneficial 


to us, and truly aſtoniſhing in the manner of their 


communication; are oy fully adapted to anſwer 


that facred purpoſe. In ſuch a light the believer 
views them. As adapted to anſwer fo high an end, 


he delights in them, and is thankful for them. As 


living to God is his duty, ſo he eſteems it his-privi- 
lege, and deſires to make it his conſtant buſineſs. 

The, perſons of whom we ſpeak, are faid to live. 
They live, not only an animal, and a rational, but 
alſo a ſpiritual life. This life they received from 


Chriit. As it is written; The. hour is coming and 


n0w, 15;when the dead in fin all hear: the voice ef the 
Son of God ;- and they that hear ſhall live f. As they 
received their life from him, ſo-cit: is maintained by 
him. Its continuance, vigour, and exerciſe, depend 
on their union with bien, 5 of - 

1 e but if the-reater de 
fire to ſee it demonſtrated, he may receive ſatisfaQtion by a careful pe- 
ruſal of che late Mr. JonaTuan Epwarps's Dilſertation, entitled, 
God's laſt End in the Creation of the: World : Or, by confulting ST av - 
zal Inflitutjones Theolg, Polem. Uriverſ. Tom. I. —ͤ— 8485 
453. Tom. IV. Cap. XV. 9267. 


+ John V. 25. | 
grace 
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grace from him *.—They live by faith. For thus 
tie Oracle of Heaven: The-juft, the truly righte- 
ous, hall live; ſhall enjoy all their comfort, and per- 
form all their obedience, by faith |. That we might 
not be at a loſs to determine what faith it is by which 
they live, the Apoſtle informs us, when he ſays; J 
tive by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me 
end gave himſeif for me F. T live by the faith of Him, 
whoſe love to me was great, unparalleled, and abſo- 
lutdy inexpreſſibly in any other way than by its 
amazing effects, in giving himſelf up, as a furety for 
me, to the ftroke of juſtice and the death of the 
croſs. It is from Him, as my beneficent Subſtitute, 
I derive my peace: it is on Him, as abſolutely com- 
plete, I depend for my all. 

Again: They live—not to themſelves, in the gra- 
tification of their ſintul appetites ; not to the world, 
in conforming to its corrupt cuſtoms, and ſeeking 
their happineſs from it—but to God. As they live 
a life of faith on the adored Redeemer, which af- 
fords peace to their conſciences ; ſo they live a life of 
obedience to their heavenly Father, which brings 
glory to his eternal name. 

This obedience includes genuine love to him, and 
a conſcientious conformity to his commands. It 
includes genuine love to Him. The Chriſtian loves 

* John xiv. 19. | Rom. i. 27. & Gal il. 20. 
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God, as he is in himſelf an infinitely amiable Being; 
and as he is to him, an infinitely gracious Being. 
He who does not love the Lord, certainly cannot 
live to him. For we cannot be conſidered, with pro- 
priety, as living to any particular perſon, or for any 
particular end; unleſs our affections be ſet on the 
perſon, and the bent of our deſires be to obtain the, 
end.— But as the ſinner who is dead to the law; as 
the believer who is married to Jeſus; beholds the 
glory of God in the perſon and work of Chriſt; ſo 
he cannot but love him with a ſupreme affection; 
The attributes of Deity ſhining through that won- 
derful medium, and the veil of ignorance being re- 
moved ; he bows before the infinite Majeſty, and re- 
veres his tranſcendent perfections, as thus diſplayed, 
In the great Immanuel they all appear, awfully glo- 
rious, yet ſupremely amiable.—On the croſs, as an 
amazing theatre, he beholds, mercy and truth meet- © 
ing together; righteouſneſs and peace kiſſmg each other, 
There he beholds, veracity executing her ſevereſt 
threatenings, with an impartial hand; and love per- 
forming her choiceſt promiſes, with the greateſt ala- 
crity : juſtice aſſerting her rights, and mercy diſpenſ- 
ing her pardons : tremendous wrath revealed, and ſo- 
vereign grace exalted. It is there he learns that di- 


vine character; THR . jusT GoD AND Tax SA. 
HOUR | 


Bebolding 
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Beholding the condeſcenſion and love cf our ſuf- 
fering Surety, and his amazing tranſactions on the 
croſs; he at once admires his perſon and confides in 
his work. He admires his Perſon, as altogether 
lovely: he confides in his work, as abſolutely com- 
plete. In Jeſus he beholds the glory of the true 
God. This glory attracts his adoring regards, and 


commands the fincereſt love. The more he ſees of 


his God, the more he loves him: and it is his great- 
eſt concern, that he does not love him with a more 
intenſe and ſteady affection. The burden of his mind 


frequently is, that he ſhould be guilty of ſuch ingra- 


titude to that ſublime and beneficent Being, whoſe 


infinite excellencies deſerve all poſſible love Whoſe 
boundleſs grace and immenſe liberality to an unwor- 


thy object, lay him under additional and eternal obli- 


gations to make a complete and everlaſting ſurrender 
of his heart and his all to him. The love of God 
being ſhed abroad in his heart by the Holy Spirit, he 
loves and adores his Maker: while the imperfeQtions 
attending his warmeſt affection to his Father anPhis 
God, become the matter of his daily ſorrow and pe- 
nitential acknowledgment at the throne of grace. 
Now he ſees the propriety of that apoſtolic maxim; 
dee bin becauſe be firſt loved us. This divine 
flame being kindled in his breaſt, he lives to God. 
The language of his heart is: I bat ſhall I render 
to the Lord for all his benefits ? 


That 
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- That glorious grace, which laid fo firm à founda- 
tion in the death of Chriſt for the peace of his con- 
| ſcience, and formed i in his heart the nobleſt principle 

for producing acceptable obedietice'; teaches and ena- 
bles him to yield a ' conſeientious conformity to the di- 
vine commands. Being bought with a price, he now 
ders himſelf as the Lord's. The powers of his 
min and the members of his body; the talents with 
which he is endued, and the time with which he is 
indulged; all that he is and all that he has, he freely 
acknowledges belong to his God.—As poſſeſſed of 
the powers of reaſon, and ſurrounded with the bleſ- 
ſings of providence, he diſcerns his obligations to our 
bountiful” Creator and kind Preſerver, in a much 
ſtronger light than he did while unregenerate. His 
rational faculties, which be before debaſed to fub- 
ſerve inglorious deſigns in the ſervice of Satan, he 
now deſires to devote to his Maker. "The favours 
of Providence he once abuſed to the gratification of 
deteſtable appetites, and proſtituted to the vileſt pur- 
poſes; he now endeavours to improve to the ho- 
nour of their liberal Dônor.— Being conſcious that 
he is leſs than the leaft of all the divint mercies ; that it 
is free favour from which they all proceed; and that 
he is accountable to God for the uſe or abuſe of 
them; he is careful to improve them, and to per- 
form the part of a faithful ſteward in the uſe of his 
temporal enjoyments, that in ſo doing he may obtain 
207 -H g 
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»* Matt. xXV. 35, 36. 
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| of his life. 
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portion, and he is fitisfied with" it. hes, in pro- 
portion as faith and love are in ee he TAN ts 
God, in the enjoyment of providential favours, and 


in ſuffering afflictions. But as the Chriſtian's faith 2 


is too often like a a bruiſed reed, and his Jove like the 


_ ſmoking flax ; and as he finds a law in bis members 


rebelling againſt 1 the law law of Vis mind; his imperfec- 
tions in theſe, as in all other inſtances of duty, being 
many and great, are a ſufficient cauſe of holy ſorrow 
and penitential confeſſion before the TP Free day 


3: HAS 


. lives to a ge enjoys tes with him, 


in the ordinances of divine worſhip. While alive to 


the law and unregenerate, he attended to thele holy 
inſtitutions as dry duties, and in a formal way. To 
behold the glory of Chriſt, and to feaſt upon his 


fulneſs; to have the preſ n png God, and to rejoice 


in'the light of his countenance 3 ; he "either expected, 
nor deſired. But now, nothing ſhort of theſe will 
ſatisfy his mind. He leaves the houſe of God, and 
the exerciſes of the cloſet, with a heavy heart, if he 


have not beheld his Beloved, and had ſome degree of 


nearneſs to bim —The goſpel is a Joyful ſound in 


his ears, and 4 reviving cordial to his drooping ſpi- 
rits. On the unadulterated milk of the word he feeds 


with delight, and his very ſoul | is refreſhed by it . 


4 „ Palos lil, ene ; Cant. v. 6. 5 of 
+ 1 Pet. il. 2. 
H 2 Yet 
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Yet often, alas, when engaged in divine worſhip, 
he finds that his thoughts wander, and his pious af- 
feQtions are dull ; the corruptions of his heart work, 
and Satan attacks him with horrid ſuggeſtions : all 
which interrupt his communion with God, and fill 
his mind with grief—He is fully convinced, by re- 
peated experience, that the beſt of his duties are de- 
filed with fin, and utterly unworthy of divine ac- 
ceptance. Nay, ſuch is the ſenſe which he has of 
their ſhameful defects, that ſometimes he is tempted 
to think, they are more likely to provoke the abhor- 
rence, than to gain the approbation of God. Vet 
he does not, he cannot entirely omit them, even in 
thoſe gloomy moments.—T oo apt he is to forget, in 
ſuch unhappy ſeaſons, that his ſervices, as well as his 10 
perſon, are accepted in the Beloved, As our perſons are li 
| abominably ſinful, and our ſervices extremely imper- W - 
1 feRt ; if thoſe be not cleanſed by atoning blood, and 
| theſe preſented by the hand of our great Interceſſor, 
| there can be no acceptance for the one or the other. 
a Our acceptance with God in every view, both as to 
| perſons and ſervices, is therefore only in Chriſt, and 
for the fake of his work. It is in him as our head, and 
for the ſake of that work which he finiſhed on a croſs, 
that our fins are pardoned and our, perſons juſtified. 
It is through him, and in virtue of his interceſſion, 
that our moſt righteous performances meet with the 
leaſt «probation from God.—Suct is the ground of 


a believer's 
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a a believer's confidence, both as to n 
"- Ratey"and the acceptance of his duties. 
The Chriſtian, having an abiding ſenſe that ſuch 
heiraten frequently confeſſes them at te 
- throne of grace, and on their account is deeply hum- 
bled. But, though humbled in the duſt, he does not 
deſpair. For, beilig dead to che law, be looks to 
Jef his heaventy bridegroom: - Having # freſh ap- 
- plication'of* atoning blood to His" conſeiencè, he is 
belkreied from flaviſn fear, and trehgrhened” for fu- 
ture duty. As guilty veatibe be comes again 
and again, to the fanctifying ſtream which flowed 
from the wounds of a crucified Saviour; and in this 
way he maintains peace in his mind. Oonſcious of 
his oyn inſuffeieney to perform any duty, to ſubdue 
any corruption, or to reſiſt any temptation j he ear- 
e. the aids of the Spirit. Thus the blood | 
of che eroſs ahd ine Spirit of Chriſt, enable hit to 
| live=near to God as” completely Juſtificd=—to the 
" var bs Venus partly ſunceifi uw. 
Nor is the believer ſatisfied with paying à due 
regard to the public appointments of religion, and 
living to God it attending upen them. Eis deſire 
is, to cultivate a correſpondence with his h. 
Father, in the family and in the cloſet; ICT times: 
and in all places. Conſrious that he is ever under 
he eye of Omniſcience; and always in the preſence 
of Him -who-ſtarches the heart” he pays am habitual 
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— — of his mind: noriters;he 
1 of innate corruption. For be knows- that the leaſt 
I deviation from the holy law is a fin; that the leaſt ſin 
4 is abhorred by Infinite Purity, and abſolutely inexpi- 
1 able by any atonement, but that which was made by 
N the great Meffiah. His habitual deſire therefore is, 
F to avoid fin, as the greateſt of evils ;. and to follow 
i after holineſs, as the health and beauty of his immor- 
| tal mind.—He does not think it ſufficient to be free 
j from ſcandalous vices,.or to abſtain from. ſuch things 
ſ | as would injure bis religious character among his 


fellow-profeſſors. No; it is his eluvated aim fo to 
live, and fo to walk with God, as ſhall bear the 
neareſt reſemblance to the buſineſs: and the. bliſs of 
Hints in light, that the preſent imperfeR. ſtate. will 
. admit. That ineffable glory, the fruition, of which 
de expects in the upper world, he deſires to partake, 
. |, by anticipation. Nor are theſe deſires in vain. For, 
as he is dead to the law, and lives to God; as he be- 
lieves in Jeſus, and walks in the ways of holineſs; 
rn | 
ande, and taſtes, the fweets of celeſtial joy. : H 
A eee ee and ha 4 . 
. prelibation, of the expected happineſs. 1 
— that this duration here js ſhort, and {2 
d 

tt 


_ the time of his exit extremely uncertain. This is 
2 
 Incergi 


FR — 


wee cont bye 2#@:60D. o fg 


- ingentive,to watchfulneſs-againſt the infurreions; of 
1 fart; and the incurſions of outward temp- 
tation His, prevailing defire is, to perform [the 
commands bf God with punctuality, and as under the 
divine inſpectien ; to fill up every ſtation in life, wit 
reputation to his holy. proſeſſion; and to render him- 
. ſelf uſeful to all around, by a heavenly: conduct and a 
ſhining example, as long as he lives. To be found 
ready when his Lord ſhall come 3 to be found wake- 
ful, with his lamp trimmed and burning, when the 
Bridegroom calls; um Nen eee 
in his eſteem. | || ert 
As it is the deſite of hin eee to 
* his time, and thus to perform his duty; ſo bis 
principal end in all is, the glory of God. This 
courſe of obedience.and {li-denjal, iv toe.nended to 
ritance; but for the honour of his eternal Sovereign 
and infinite Benefactor. Pardon of all ſin, and m- 
plete reconciliation with: our offended Maker; deli- 
verance from the wrath to come, and a hope of fu- 
ture felicity; are nat proeured by out en leavours, 
. but: freely granted by ſovereign gract. Of, this the 
man ho lives to God is fully perſuaded u hꝛe has ot, 
werbe. the moſt diſtant thought of procuring 
them, by any of his exertions. But, gratitude to the 
dying Redeemer, and love to the bleſſed God, heing 
| the united and powerful. principle fraw which he dts; 


— 
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the glory of the ſupreme Cauſe, and the honour of 
This is the higheſt end of which we can-conceive. 
The inhabitants of the heavenly- world, in all their 
wonderful orders, and in all their nobleſt ſervices 
can aim at nothing ſuperior. Yet with ſuch views, 
| fublime us they are, ought the believer invariably to 
e in performing every duty, in reſiſting every temp- 
- -mtion, and in bearing every hardſhip, which may at- 
tend his progreſs in a courſe of ſincere piety :- and 
wick ſuch views he: will act, in proportion as his 
mind is enlightened, and faith is in exerciſe. 
Noos, reader, what is the tenour of your conduct? 


- To what, or to whom, do you live? Is it the im- 
menſely glorious God? or is it yourſelf and the 
 world?-—On what have you placed your affeRions ? 
t whom have you devoted your heart? Remember 
who it is that makes the tender and righteous de- 

| mand; 40% for give Me thy beart.. His infinite ex- 
oellencies require it of you, as a man: and, if a be- 
Fon aw ſuch, you are an object of redeeming love, 
- and a fubjetef regenerating grace. . es are net your 

own; you-are bought with a price. —lf, then, you pro- 
tels yourſelf a Chriſtian, conſider the import of that 
| profeſſion. Bylaying claim to the honourable cha- 
.* racer, you profeſs to live to God. The character, 
- how glorious:! The profeſſion, how. noble] Dis- 


grace 


Philip: ul. 18. 
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grace not that holy name by which you are called. 
' Diſhonour not that life you profeſs to lead; left you 
| pierce. yourſelf. through with many ſorrows, and 
. cauſe the enemies of the crols to triumph. 


. Awful it is to think, how many there are that bear 


| the Chriſtian character, and . profeſs to believe the 

| goſpel; who are nevertheleſs far from living to 
God. The world has their hearts. It engroſſes their 
_ warmeſt affections. The language of their conduct 


is; Who will ſhow us any temporal good?“ Or, 

© Where ſhall we find any, carnal pleaſure? Such 
may do well to remember, that to mind earthly thing: ; 
to be lovers of pleaſure, mare than lovers of Gad; are 
the characters of profane perſons, in the ſacred wri- 
tings *. Such, whoever they be, are the children of 


- wrath; and, in the moſt emphatical ſenſe, the enemies 
of the crofs of Chriſt t. The ftate of ſuch is ex- 


tremely dangerous; and, if grace prevent not, eter 
nal deſtruction will be their portion, Reader, is this 


your caſe ? If fo, you ought either to. reform your 
conduct, or diſcard every pretence to Chriſtianity. 
You. cannot obey God and Mammon. Vou cannot 
ſerve Chriſt and the world. They are oppoſite ma- 


ſters, and have oppoſite intereſts. If you profeſs to 


be dead to the law, as a Covenant OO 
iy 3G 4 | 

Philip. iu. 19. i . 4 | . 
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golpd —Do not imagine that your ſtate muſt be 
_ Cafe, becauſe you have adopted an orthodox creed, and 
have a conſiſtent view of revealed truths. © For ſuch 
- emtiments you may embrace, and ſuch à conſtſtent 
view of divine truths you may have; yet remain a 
hardened rebel againſt your Maker, and be a ſcandal 
to the great Redeemer's cauſe. You may be wiſe in 
theory, and right in your doctrinal principles, while 
the ſtate of your heart, and the tenour of your con- 
duct, are fatally wrong. For it is a certain truth, 
that our religious knowledge will be of no further 
uſe to ourſelves, than it elevates our affections to 
heavenly things, meliorates our tempers, and recti fies 
our conduct. You may attend an evangelical mini- 
try, be a member of the pureſt viſible church, and 
have a feat at the Lord's table; yet, after all, die un- 
- regenerate, and be eternally loſt. —Think, then, O 
carnal profeſſor ! what a ſhocking figure you muſt 
make among the millions of the damned, if at laſt 
_ you ſhould periſh. The caſe of impenitent Jews, 
or of idolatrous Heathens, who finally periſh, will 
not de fo awful as yours. To think of one who had 
| often heard che goſpel, who profeſſed" to believe its 
glorious doctrines, and had frequently received the 
memorials of the body and blood of Chriſt ; to think 
of ſuch an one not living to God, but in allowed ini- 
WG 
. For 
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For the glorious goſpel he ſo often heard, will he to 
him the ſavour of death unto death; and that ſuperior . 
knowledge, of which, he boaſted, will give a dreadful 
emphaſis to his torment, and aggravate his eternal | 
ruin. It is greatly to be feared that, in the end, *3 
many ſuch will be found ; nn that 
you be not of that number.. 

Do you profeſs, not only to be dead tothe law and 
to believe the goſpel, but alſo to liue to God? If ſo, 
what is the principle of your obedience, and what is 
the end for which you perform it? Is ſelf-love the 
principle, and ſelf-preſervation the end? or, the love 
of God, and the glory of his eternal name? If the 
former, you are yet alive to the law: if the latter, it 
is the obedience which God accepts. Love to Him, 
whoſe perfections are infinite; love to Him, whoſe 
grace is unbounded; is the fruitful and delightful 
ſource of every work that is truly good. —But as we 
love the Lord only in proportion to bur knowledge of 
him, let it be your conſtant concern to ificreaſe 
in your acquaintance with him. To that end, ſtudy - 
the croſs of Chriſt. For there the glaries of the God- 
head ſhine: there they are diſplayed in the cleareſt 
manner, and appear with a winning aſpect. Thoſe 
glories beheld, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, will have 
a transforming influence. You will love God; you 
will deſire to be like him. This will make duty eaſy, 
and the ways of bolineſs delightful, _ You will hate 


ſin, 
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fin, not only as condemning, but alſo as filthy and 
abominable. Then, out of gratitude to the bleeding 
Jeſus, and for the honour of eternal mercy, you will 


defire to obey every divine precept. Then you will 


not only talt about living to God, as being a duty; 


but you will exemplify it in your conduct. You will 


make it appear that you love Him, and that it is your 


main buſineſs to glorify Him. Except you evidence 


this, in ſome degree, all your pretenſions to vital re- 


hi * and * iti ve Cl iſti ity will be in vain. 


WE MUST BE DEAD TO THE LAW, AS A covx- 
NANT, BEFORE WE CAN LIVE TO GOD, IN HOLY 
AND ACCEPTABLE OBEDIENCE. 70% 


Havins already obſerved, that the great end of our 
being dead to the law, is, That we might live unt 
God we now proceed to ſhow, That it is impoſli- 
ble for thoſe who are alive to the law, as a Covenant, 
to live unto God in holy and acceptable obedience. 
Or, in other words, That while a man is looking to 
his own righteouſneſs as the condition of his juſtifi- 

cation, 


tible 


ons 
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cation, he can perform no works that are truly good, 
nor any obedience that is acceptable to God.—This 


_ poſition may appear ſtrange ; and, perhaps, be re- 


jected by many as abſolutely falſe. I am, notwith- 
ſtanding, fully perſuaded, that it will be found, on 
impartial inquiry, to contain - an important truth : 
and, in proof of it, the following Bos are offered 
to conſideration. 

Let us once more advert to thoſe emphatical 
words, which have furniſhed matter for the preced- 


ing Sections: becauſe in them the truth I would now 


confirm and illuftrate, is very plainly and ftrongly 
implied. Thus they read; For I through the law, am 
dead to the law, that I might live unto God, When 
an unerring Writer aſſerts, I am dead to the law, THAT 
I MIGHT live unto God 3 does he not ſignify, beyond 
all reaſonable doubt, that while he was alive to the law, 
he COULD Nor live to God? If the phraſe here uſed 
have any ſenſe, or be uſed with any propriety, it muſt 
ſuggeſt that idea, If he might have lived to God, 
while he ſought righteouſneſs and life by the law, or 
before he was dead to it ; what ſolid reaſon can be 
aligned for his thus expreſſing himſelf ? That the 
Apoſtle had as good opportunities, and as great a 
zeal, ſo to have done, as any other man, if ſuch a 
thing had been practicable, will not be diſputed. 
This, therefore, I humbly conceive, is no contemp- 
tible proof of the point. 


I The | 
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The ſame inſpired Author, in another part of his 
invaluable writings, ſays: Wherefore, my brethren, 
ye alſo are become dead to the law, — that ye ſhould be 
married to another, even to Him who is raiſed from 
the dend, THAT WE SHOULD BRING FORTH FRUIT 
vxTo Gop*. Here we are taught, that we muſt. 


be dead to the law, before we can be married to - 


Chriſt ; and that we muſt be married to him, be- 
fore we can bring forth fruit unte Gd. The glo- 
rious end deſigned, and the happy effects produced, 
by the believer's conjugal relation to Jeſus, are in- 
Cluded in his bringing forth fruit unto God. That. 
relation, therefore, muſt be prior to this effect : 
and it is quite evident from the paſſage, that our be- 
ing dead to the law, is previous to the commence- 
ment of that high and honourable relation.—As chil- 
dren are called the fruit of the womb , ſo the Apo- 
Me intimates, that thoſe works which are acceptable 
to God, and which follow upon this relation taking 
place between Chriſt and the ſinner, may be com- 
pared to a legitimate oftspring. Conſequently, agree- 
ably to this figurative repreſentation, the beſt works» 
performed by us, before we are dead to the law and 
married to Jeſus, can be accounted no other than 
fpurious ; and, therefore, rejected of God. 

In the fame inſtructive paragraph it is faid ; Now 
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we are delivered from the law, that being dead 
wherein we were held; THAT WE SHOULD SERVE 
in -newneſs of ſpirit, and not in the oldneſs of the let- 
ter *. From the plain import of theſe words it ap- 
pears; That the law muſt be dead to us, before we 
can be delivered from it: and that we muſt be deli- 
vered from it, before we can ſerve God in newneſs of 
ſpirit; acting from a new principle, and with new 
views; having a new and a right ſpirit formed in us. 
But this is not the caſe of any who are alive to the 
law. Thoſe who are delivered from the law; thoſe 
to whom the law is dead, and thoſe only, are the hap- 
py perſons who thus live to God. 

That no man who is alive to the law can live to 
God, will further appear if it be- conſidered, That 
the fate in which he lies, is that of a condemned cri- 
minal. For, while alive to the law, he is under it 
as a Covenant; and, as a breaker of it, is obnoxi- 
ous to its condemning power. Being of the works f 
the law; ſeeking juſtification by his own obedience 
in conformity to it, he is under the curſe + His 
perſon is accurſed, and his ſtate is damnable, accord- 
ing to the tenour of that law to which he looks for 
life. This is plain from the Scripture.—f, then, 
his perſon be accurſed, his works cannot be accepted. 
If his ſtate, in the eye of the law, be that of a con- 


* Rom. vii. 6. + Gal. ui. 10. 
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demned rebel ; his conduct cannot be ſuppoſed well 
plealing in the eye of the great Lawgiver. His 
ſtate muſt be good and his perſon accepted, before 
he can live to God, or glorify him in holy obedi- 
TNCe., 

No man can live to God, no man can perform 
acceptable obedience, while alive to the law, be- 
cauſe he has not vital union with Chriſt. While 
alive to the law, we are in unbelief. While in un- 
belief, we are in our natural ſtate : but, while in 
dut natural ſtate, we are enemies to God and chil- 
dren of wrath * : conſequently, have no vital union 
with Chriit t. —Now, that none who are deſtitute of 
union with him can do any good works, is clear 
from his own words. Without me: without a union 
with me, fimilar to that of the branch to the vine, 
ye can do nothing 1. Ye can neither reſiſt temptation 
fucceſsfully, nor perform duty acceptably : ye can 
bear no fruit to the glory of God.—Here our Lord 


Rom viii. 7. Col. i. 21. Eph. ii. 3. John ii. 36. 

+ That the choſen of God have union with Chriſt, prior to their 
regeneration, is readily granted. But then, I humbly conceive, what- 
ever other epithets we may give that union, it cannot, with propriety, be 
called vital, Bil life be communicated to the dead ſinner; which is 
done in regeneration. Then it is, and not till then, that we become 
living brexctes in the true vine. Vide WiTs11. Arimad. Iren. Cay. 
A IH 2, 3. 
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informs us, that the human heart is never influenced 
by holy tempers; that the human life cannot be pro- 
ductive of good works, till a man be united to Chriſt; 
any more than a branch can bear valuable fruit, while 
in a ſtate of ſeparation from the vine. As long, 
therefore, as perſons continue in a ſtate of alienation 
from Jeſus Chrift, they, with all their performances, 
are like a broken, withered branch; fit only to be caſt 
into the fire, and conſumed from the earth. Before 
we have a living union with the great Head of the 
church, we are not partakers of the Holy Spirit. 
Now, as it is the province of that facred Agent, to 
enlighten the dark underſtanding, by leading into all 
the truth; ſo it is only by his aſſiſtance we can per- 
form that which is good, or have the leaft inclination 
lo to do. According to that ſaying; For it is Gad 
tohich worketh in you, both to will and to do, of his 
good pleaſure . 

WWithout faith it is impaſſible to pleaſe Cod t. The 
faith deſigned, is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, 
and the evidence of things not ſeen. It is that by which 
the juſt live, and to which a divine righteouſneſs is 
revealed in the goſpel t. It has the Son of God for 
its obj ect, and ſalvation for its end $. But all who 
are alive to the law are deſtitute of it.— This ap- 


„Philip. i. 14. + Heb. xi. 6. + I ras. 
$ Gal fl. 20. 1 Pet. L g. 
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pears from hence: Thoſe who believe in Jeſus, be- 
lieve on him as the juffifier of the ungodly s. Thoſe 
who are alive to the law, have no ſuch dependence, 
It is directly contrary to their views and their incli- 
nations. They are ſeeking to eſtabliſh their own 
righteouſneſs, and look for acceptance with God in 
that way. They overlook that proviſion which grace 
has made for the entirely unworthy, and light that 
righteouſneſs which the Mediator performed for the 
juſtification of the ungodly. Being deſtitute, there- 
fore, of that faith which purifies the heart and works 
by love; being unbelievers, whoſe mind and conſci- 
| ence are defiled, and to whom nothing is pure f; no- 
thing they have, nothing they do, is acceptable to 
God. Conſequently, they cannot live to him, or 
glorify his name. 

The love of God being the a and the 
glory of God the end, of all acceptable obedience ; 
the man who does not act from that delightful prin- 
ciple, and with a view to this exalted end, cannot be 
conſidered as living to God. Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God. Whatever ye do, do all to the glory of Gad. 
But, whoever is alive to the law, acts from a diff-r- 
ent principle, and aims at a different end. Such a 
perſon may act from ſelf, or phariſaical pride; but he 
Tannot act from love to his Maker, and with a view 


* Rem. iv. 5. + IR. i. x5. 


OF 


RY 


BEFORE WE CAN LIVE ro GoD. 101 


to his glory. As ignorant of God, he cannot love 
him. As in his natural ftate, his carnal mind is en- 
mity againſt him. Depending on his own righte- 
oulnefs, and cleaving to the law for life; he rebels 
againſt the goſpel, and flights the great Redeemer.— 
Does he abſtain from an outward courſe of fin? It is 


not becauſe he loves holineſs, or from a ſenſe of the 


contrariety there is in fin to the perfections of the 
Deity, that he forbears to gratify his vicious appe- 
tites to the full extent of his power; but becauſe he 
is apprehenſive that diſagreeable conſequences would 
follow upon fuck a conduct. Does he attend reli- 
gious ordinances ? It is not from love to their great 

Inſtitutor, or becauſe he delights in them as means 
of communion with God; but becauſe he loves him- 
ſelf, and hopes, by obſerving the divine commands, 
to obtain favour at the great tribunal. Would his 
conſcience be eaſy, and his hope of heaven continue, 
without theſe devoticnal ſervices; he would drop 
them without heſitation, and leave the performance of 
them to others. A flaviſh fear of hell, and a merce- 
nary expectation of heaven, are the main ſprings of 
his moral and religious conduct; and ſelf preſerva- 
tion is the end which he has in view,—lIn certain i.tu- 
ations of life, a regard to the decency and preſent 
uſefulneſs of a moral converſation, may bridle the 
baſer paſſions, and ſtrongly urge to a religious pro- 


feſſion. But, whether we avoid fin and practiſe 


duty, 
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duty, with a view to obtain the favour of Heaven 
and eſcape everlaſting miſery; or with a deſign 
to gain the advantages attending a moral beha- 
viour, and the reputation of appearing religious; 
it is very certain that we are far from living to God, 
while a ſincere affection for him, and a ſupreme con- 
cern for his glory, have not a prevailing influence 
on our hearts and lives. We may, therefore, ſafely 
conclude, that it is abſolutely neceſſary a man ſhould 
be dead to the law; ſhould give up all expectations 
of juſtification by his own obedience; before he can 
Roe te God, in the performance of holy duties, and in 
the practice of real virtue. 

It is affecting to think what numbers there are 
who, with ſelf-righteous views, and a blind zeal, 
ſtrongly aſſert the neceffity of perſonal obedience in 
| order to acceptance with God; who, nevertheleſs, 
are not able to perform good works. They, indeed, 
fondly imagine themſ-lves to be the greateſt friends 
to the intereſts of holineſs, becauſe they are ſtrongly 
attached to the law, as a Covenant. As they loudly 
plead the neceſſity of living to God, fo they greatly 
pleaſe themſelves with a fancied obedience to his di- 
vine precepts: while the doctrine of ſovereign grace; 
the declarations of a free Saviour and a finiſhed righ- 
teouſneſs, without their doings or deſervings, are held 
in deteſtation by them. And why ? Becauſe they ſup- 
pole that fuch doctrines received, muſt make void 

| the 
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the obligations of divine law in every ſenſe, and ſap 
the foundations of all morality, Thus they gratify 
their native pride, under the fair pretext of a ſuperior 
regard to the law, and a flaming zeal for holineſs. — 
But, if the arguments already adduced be founded 
in truth, the vanity of ſuch a pretence 1s evident. 
For hence it appears, that the doctrine of grace is ſo 
far from being licentious, that, without an experimen- 
tal acquaintance with it, we cannot live to God, nor 
perform any work that is truly good. Till poſſeſſed 
of ſuch an acquaintance with it, we have no faith in 
Jeſus; no love to our Maker; no deſire to live to 
bis glory. It is the goſpel, in the hand of the Spi- 
rit, by which faith and love are produced in the heart. 
Theſe plants of heavenly origin grow, and flouriſh, 
and bring forth fruit, under its benign influence. 
It is the honoured inſtrument, in Jehovah's hand, of 
enlightening the ignorant, and of reforming the pro- 
fligate. An experience of its power makes the ways 
of holineſs pleaſant; and the practice of duty delight- 
ful. Ves, reader, the more you know of the glori- 
ous goſpel, the more will you love its heavenly Au- 
thor. So ſhall you find, by increaſing and happy ex- 
perience, that as nothing in the world can be com- 
pared with it, for affording relief to a diſtreſſed con- 
ſcience : ſo there is nothing equal to it, for eſtabliſn- 
ing duty on a ſolid baſis—-nforcing it by cogent mo- 
ti es-and directing it O A worthy end. 
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How happy, then, is your ſtate, believer ! Your 
perſon being accepted of God, your works are pleaſ- 
ing to him: and a remembrance that your labour ſhall 
wot be in vain in the Lord, is a noble encouragement 
to abound and continue in well-doing. Your works 
of faith and labours of love, being fruits of a vital 
union with Jeſus Chriſt, and indications of an obe- 
dient, grateful heart, are highly pleaſing to your 
heavenly Father. Surely, then, it ſhould be your 
fervent defire and conſtant care, as a living branch 
in the true vine, to bear the moſt generous fruit in 


rich abundance —Q, believer! it is your happineſs 
to have every fin pardoned, and every curſe removed; 
to believe in the Son of God, and to enjoy commu- 


mon with him. Yours it is, to love the Lord, and 
ſeek his glory; to perform duty by divine aſſiſtance, 
and to have your ſacred ſervices and ſpiritual facri- 
fices preſented to God and rendered acceptable to 
him, by Jeſus your great high-prieſt. Yours is the 
high prerogative of living to God. Prize the privi- 
lege: walk worthy of your exalted ſtation and hea- 
venly calling. 

As there are, comparatively, very few that are ca- 
pable of living to God; if you, reader, profeſs to be 
one of thoſe few, your obligations to obedience are 
many and unſpeakably great. You will do well 
therefore to remember, that to tall of poſſeſſing ſupe- 
rior advantages for the practice of virtue, and at the 
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ſame time to live as do the world in common, are a 
great inconſiſtency. To pretend that you believe in 
the Lord Redeemer, are in a juſtified ſtate, and have 
delightful eommunion with the beſt of Beings—that 
you have a clear knowledge of divine truth, and A. 
hizh eſteem for the ordinances of Chriſt, in their pri- 
mitive-purity—to pretend to theſe very ſuperior ad- 
vantages, while the only diſcernible difference be- 
tween you and the world conſiſts, in your entertain- 
ing a different ſet of ſentiments, or having different 
forms of worſhip, is inconſiſtent and ſhameful. If 
this be the caſe, your ſpeculative knowledge of evan- 
gelical truth is greatly abuſed. It is converted into 
fewel for ſpiritual pride: while your conduct is a 
ſtanding reproach to the name that you bear, and a 
foul diſgrace to the truths which you hold. For, in 
proportion as our light is clearer, and our advantages 
greater than thoſe of other men; our example ſhould - 
be brighter, and our lives more uſeful, a 
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SECTION VII. 


OF THE LAW, AS A RULE OF MORAL CONDUCT 
TO BELIEVERS. 


Wi have already obſcrved, that the moral law may 
be conſidered, cither as the formula of the Covenant 
of works, or as a rule of conduct. Under the for- 
mer conſideration we have ſhown, that believers are 
dead to it, and delivered from it; that it has no de- 
mands upon them, nor any dominion over them. .It 
now remains that we conſider it under its latter de- 
nomination. Here, therefore, we ſhall endeavour to 
prove, that, as @ rule of moral conduct, it deſerves and 


requires the ſincere and uninterrupted regards of all 


who believe. 


That the law may be conſidered as the rule of our 


obedience in general, even when it ceaſes to have any 
claims upon us, or any threatenings againſt us, as a 
Covenant, is a truth of great importance, and eaſy 
to be underſtood. Some perſons, indeed, either can- 
not or will not fee the moral law in any other light, 
than that of a Covenant.— They imagine, that if we 
loſe the ideas of the reward it promiſes to perfect 
| obedience, 
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obedience, and of the curſe it denounces againſt 
tranſgreſſion, we loſe the idea of the law itſelf. Con- 

ſequently, they muſt maintain, that when a perſon is 
delivered from it, as a Covenant, he is no longer 
concerned with it, under any conſideration. But this 


is a great miſtake, and pregnant with dangerous con- 
ſequences. 


In order to ſet this matter in a clear light, it may 
be of uſe to obſerve, That the idea of the law, as a 
rule, is prior, in the order of nature, to our concep- 
tions of it, as a Covenant. Fox, man heing formed 
a reaſonable creature, and a ſubjeC& of moral govern- 
ment; being deſigned to propagate his ſpecies, and 
fitted for ſocial life; it was neceſſary that he ſhould 
have a rule for his conduct, and have the bounds of 
his duty preſcribed :—that he ſhould have ſuch a rule 
as included both his duty to God, and his duty to his 
fellow-creatures. When we conſider mankind as a 
race of rational beings, their common relation to the 
great Creator, and their unavoidable connection one 
with another, ſeem neceſſarily to require it. Such a 
rule we have in the moral law. The nature of things | 
required that ſome ſuch rule, for the ſubſtance of it, 
ſhould have been given to our firſt parents in para- 
diſe; even ſuppoſing the eternal Sovereign had not 
been pleaſed to connect a promiſe of life, with a con- 
formity to it. As creatures in à ſtate of trial - 28 
accountable to God for the uſe of all their time, and 
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the exerciſe of all their powers, it could not be other- 
wiſe—To deny this, is to ſuppoſe, that Jehovah 
might have created a number of rational beings, in 
ſtrict connection one with another, and all of them in 
a ſtate of continual dependence upon himſelf; and, 
at the ſame time, that it would have been conſiſtent 
with all his perfections, to have had no regard to their 
conduct, whatever it might be, either towards him- 
felf or one towards another : which, in reference ta 
moral good and evil, would have excluded Providence 
out of the world. 5 

But though it was neceſſary that our great proge- 
nitor, while in a ſtate of innocence, ſhould have a 
preſcription of duty, or a rule for his conduct; there 
was not, there could not be, any neceſſity ariſing 
from that relation in which he ſtood to God, that 
this rule of his behaviour ſhould have the form of a 
Covenant—Yet this was actually the caſe. His 
bountiful Creator, not only informed him of his 
duty, and threatened puniſhment againſt diſobedi- 
ence; but, in the threatening itſelf, it was very 
ſtrongly implied, that his perſevering obedience 
ſhould be rewarded with life, in a happy immortality. 
The language of that law. which he was under, is; 
The man who tleeth theſe things, who perfarms a per- 
dect righteouſneſs, ball live in them. So our Lord, 
refering to the fame law, ſays ; This de, and thou 
Halt de. This promiſe, made to obedience, gives 
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the law the nature. and form of a Covenant. This 
- conſtitution, therefore, was an act of divine conde- 
ſcenſion, and of divine ſovereignty. Infinite juſtice 
made it neceſſary, that an offence againſt the Majeſty - 
of heaven ſhould be puniſhed ; but the molt perfect 
obedience of a creature, abſolutely and perpetually 
dependent upon the Creator, gives no claim to the 
leaſt reward; Had our great progenitor, Adam, done 
all that was commanded, he muſt at laſt, Jeſus hi n- 
ſelf being judge, have been but an unprofitable ſer- 
vant. Not the leaſt pittance of merit could have 
ariſen from the performance of his duty. Perfect 
obedience is a debt, which every one owes to his 
Maker, Conſequently, had gur firſt father continuzd 
In his primitiye ſtate, he would have bad no demand 


on the Eternal Sovereign: it being abſurd to ima- 
gine, that any one ſhould be obliged to reward his 
debtor, merely for diſcharging a juſt debt. There 
is, therefore, a conceivable, a real, an important dif- 
ference, between the law, as a Covenant, and the ſame 
law as a Rule.—Now, as in the order of nature, and 
in the neceſſary connections and dependencies of 
things, the idea of it as a Rule, is prior to that of a 
Covenant; ſo there is not the leaſt abſurdity in ſup- 
poſing, that, with reference to the believer, it may 
entirely ceaſe, in regard to the perfect, perſonal obe- 
dience it requires, as the condition of liſe, and the 
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curſe it annexes to every fin; while it continues in 
full force, as the rule of his moral actions. 
That the moral law is a rule of life to believers, 
may be proved by various arguments. Some few of 
the many which might be produced, I ſhall now of- 
fer to the reader's conſideration. —Paul, we find, 
even in that very Chapter where he treats the moſt 
largely and explicitly, concerning believers being 


dead to the law, and the law being dead to them ; 


aſſerts, with regard to himſelf, I delight in the law of 
God, after the inward man . Now, whatever law 
it be that is here deſigned, he informs us that he de- 
lighted in it after the inward man. By which ex- 
preſſions he intends, not the ſoul, in contradiſtinction 
to the body ; but the mind, conſidered as renewed, in 
oppoſition to the corruption of nature, ſtill inherent. 
This law, therefore, cannot be that which is cere- 
momed; ' for that was abrogated by the death of 
Chriſt. Nor can it be the law of fin; for that 
was his greateſt burden, as appears from the con- 
text. Nor can it be the law of his mind; or that 
new and holy diſpoſition, which was produced in 
his heart in regeneration ; for then the ſenſe would 
be, © I delight in the new diſpoſition of my mind, 
| after my renewed mind.” Nor can it be the mo- 
ral law, as a Covenant; for to that he declares he 
was dead. —It remains, then, that it muſt be the 
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moral 
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moral law, as the rule of his obedience to God. 
In the law, thus conſidered, he greatly delighted. 
He ſaw it was holy, and juſt, and good. That 
ſupreme love which he had to his God; that ar- 
dent affection which he had to his neighbour; 
cauſed him to eſteem it highly, and to obſerve it 
with diligence. Nay, whoever is poſſeſſed of the 
ſame holy and-heaventy principle, cannot but love 
that law which requires the conſtant exerciſe of it *. 

In another part of the ſame Epiſtle, he evidently 
exhorts his Chriſtian brethren to the practice of 
duty, by ſetting before them the precepts and prohi- 
bitions of the moral law. "Theſe are his words : Owe 
no man any thing, but to love one another for he that 
loveth another, hath fulfilled the law. For this, 
Thou ſhalt not commit adultery : Thou ſhalt not kill : 
Thou ſhalt not fleal © Thou ſhalt not bear falſe wit- 
neſs : Thou ſhalt not covet : And if there be any other 
commandment, it is briefly. comprehended in this ſay- 
ing, namely, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. 
Love worketh no ill to his neighbour : therefore love 
is the fulfilling of tbe law 4. Now, to what purpoſe 
does the infailible teacher make uſe of theſe pre- 
cepts and prohibitions, when exhorting believers to 


* See alſo Verſe the . So 2 os the mind, 1 moe 
ſerve the law of God. | 
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good works, if they have nothing to do with the 
law? Where is the propriety, where is the rea- 
ſon of his doing ſo, on ſuppoſition that it is not 
the rule of their conduct? For no one, acquaint- 
ed with the goſpel, can imagine, that he is here urg- 
ing the law upon them as a Covenant of works, 
- which preſcribes duty as the condition of life; and 
yet there is no other light in which to conſider it, 
if it be diſcarded as a rule of conduct.—I conclude, 
therefore, that the inſpired Author has here taught 


us, in a very emphatical manner, that the law is a 


rule of life to believers. 

The fame experienced faint and incomparable 
man, when writing to the church at Epheſus, ſays; 
Children obey your parents in the Lord, for this is 
right. This exhortation he enforces, by adding ; 
Honour thy father and mother : which are the words 
of the law, and the firſt commandment with promiſe x. 
— Now, is it not ſtrange, exceedingly ſtrange, that 
the Apoſtle ſhould thus refer to the law and expreſs- 
ly mention its precepts, when exhorting the people 
of God to perform their reſpective duties; and that 
he ſhould do it, not only once, but repeatedly, and 
to different churches + ; if he did not conſider it as 
the rule of their moral conduct? If the moral law 
had been entirely abrogated ; if believers had been 


„ kfb. vi. 9. + See allo, Gal. v. 13, 14. 
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freed from all concern with it; he muſt have known 
it. But if fo, it is abſolutely unaccountable that he 
- ſhould, in this manner, make: uſe of it and urge its 
: injunctions, when writing to a church of Chriſt 
called out from among the Gentiles.— What! was 
the Lord's ambaſſador ſo much at a loſs for moti ves 
and arguments to enforce his divine Maſter's com- 
mands, even on the minds of thoſe who were in pro- 
feſſed ſubjection to him, that he muſt, in order to 
gain his point, make uſe of an antiguated law—a law 
with which they had no concern This was far from 
him: the thought be far from us That firſt-rate 
miniſter in the Meſſiah's kingdom was well per- 
ſuaded, that the holy law was a rule for the conduct 
of Chriſtians. Our divine Surety having paid it the 
higheſt reſpect, in performing that perfect obedience - 
which it required, and in ſuffering the dreadful pe- 
nalty which it threatened, as a Covenant; Paul knew 
that it deſerved the moſt ſincere and uninterrupted _ 
regard, from all who profeſs to believe in Jeſus, in 
the whole of their converſation. Without ſuppoſing 
this, we cannot diſcern either propriety or ſenſe in 
his thus making uſe of it, when addrefling believers. 
We have a teſtimony to the truth for which we 
plead, from the pen of another Apoſtle ; which, as 
it appears directly to our purpoſe; may be conſidered. 
James, in perfect agreement with Paul, fays ; 1 
ye fulfil the royal law, according to the Scripture, 
| „„ Thou 
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Thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf, ye ds well a. 
— That it is the moral law of which he ſpeaks, can- 
not admit of a doubt ; for he expreſsly mentions one 
of its principal commands. Now, ſays he, If ye 
believers fulfil the reyal law of love one to ano- 
ther, without any difference of rich and poor, of 
high and low z according to the Scripture, in which 
it is written, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf, 
ye do well Ye act agreeably tothe will of your hea- 
venly Father, and to the commandment of your di- 
vine Lord, who is king in Zion. Acts of Chriſtian 
kindneſs and of brotherly love, to your fellow crea- 


tures and fellow Chriſtians, proceeding from love to 


God and with a view to his glory, are good works ; 
fach as the Lord himſelf will acknowledge to be well 
done. Here we may further obſerve, that in loving 


our neighbour, and in evidencing this love by a ſe- I 


ries of ſuitable actions ; we ſhould have our eye 
upon that authority which enjoins it, and upon that 
law which requires it. It is the authority of God 
in his law, which we ought to regard. I now pro- 
ceed to confirm the truth, by other conſiderations. 
If the moral law be not a rule of life to believers, 
either there is ſome other, and a new rule given in its 


ſtead, or there is not. If another, it may be pre- 


famed, that it is either more or leſs perfect than that 
contained in the moral law. But more perfect it can- 


* James ii. 8. 
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not be, w.thout ſuppoſing that the old, the eternal 
law was imperfect; to ſuppoſe which, is abſurdly 
blaſphemous.—If it be leſs perfect, the conſequence 
is plain. It is not a complete ſyſtem of duty. It 
admits of imperfections. It connives at fin. But 
for any one to imagine that infinite wiſdom would 
contrive, and that infinite holineſs would give ſuch a 
rule for the conduct of rational ereatures; is abſo- 
lutely inconſiſtent with tlie divine character, and 
pregnant with blaſphemy. Such a rule, therefore,” 
condemns itſelf, and ſinks with its own weight. Zut 


if there be not another, then it follows, by neceſſary 


conſequence, that as there is no rule to regulate che 
conduct of believers, thev can neither obey nor dif- 
obey. Sin and duty, as to them, are unmeaning 
names and empty ſounds : becauſe obedience preſup- 
poſes a command. It is equally evident, that where 
there is na law, no rule of action, there can be 10 
tranſereſſion. For how ſhould that be fin; which is 
not forbidden; which, therefore, is not the breach of 
any law? But if all irregularities of temper and 
conduct be forbidden to believers; and if difpoſitions 
and practices of a contrary kind be required of them» 
it muſt be by a law; a law they are bound to regard, 
as the rule of their duty to doth God and man. 
The ſentiment oppoſed repreſents the Holy One 
of God as the miniſter of ſin. For it ſuppoſes that 
Chriſt has, in reference to his diſciples, diſſolved all 


3 4 obligation 
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obligation to duty : the wid, achien cum be cacre 
Falſe, nor more derogatory to our Saviour's honour, 
The ſatisfaction which he made to eternal juſtice, de- 
livers the perſons of believers from final condemna- 
tion and everlaſting puniſhment; but the nature of 
their actions remains the ſame. Every affection of 
heart, and every action of life, which the law forbids 
and condemns in others, is cqually forbidden and 
equally criminal in them. Nay, they being conſi- 
dered as under additional obligations, as knowing 
their duty better, and as having ſuperior motives to 
the performance of it; if there be a difference, on 
the compariſon, in regard to any impurity of heart or 
irregularity of life, it lies againſt them. Though 
redeemed from the curſe of the law, they are under 


obligation to obſerve its precepts; nor would 
it be either to their honour, or to their happineſs, to 
be otherwiſe. 

I ſuppoſe it will not be denied by any, who acknow- 
ledge the Bible to contain a divine revelation, that 
the ſaints and people of God under the ancient Jew- 
iſh CEconomy, were bound to regard the moral law 
as the rule of their conduct. Yet, it is evident, 
they were no more under it, as a Covenant, nor any 
more obnoxious to its curſe, than real Chriſtians under 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation. Thoſe who believed in 
the promiſed Meſſiah before he appeared, were par- 
doned and juſtified, were ſanctified and ſaved; and 

that 
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that by the ſame glorious grace, and the ſame all- 
ſufficient Mediator, with all who have known the 
Lord ſince the Eternal Word became incarnate: the 
way of juſtification and ſalvation having been but 
one, and preciſely the ſame, in all ages, —If, then, 
thoſe ancient ſaints were bound to regard the law as 
the rule of their moral behaviour; what reaſon can 
be given, why believers now ſhould not be under tho 
ſame obligation? Eſpecially, ſince our Lord has de- 
clared in the moſt ſolemn and explicit manner, that he 
came not to deſt roy, but to fulfil the law—To fulfil it, 
as a Covenant, by his own conſummate obedience, 
and by his moſt bitter ſufferings, in the ſtead of his 
people: and to enforce on their minds, by the moſt 
cogent motives, its heavenly precepts, as a perfect 
rule of duty. So that whether we conſider the la- 
as a rule of duty, or as a Covenant of works, it is 
not made yoid by the coming of Chriſt, nor yet 
by the doctrine of grace; but on the contrary, it is 
firmly eſtabliſhed, and highly magnified *, f 

If believers be not under the commanding power 
of the law, ſuppoſing them to act ever ſo contrary to 
it, they are not chargeable with ſinning againſt it, 
nor can they be denominated tranſgreſſors. For in- 
ſtance: The law ſays, Thou ſhalt love God with al! 
thy beart that is, with.a ſupreme and perfect affecs 


„ Rom. ili. TY Ifa. xli, 22. 


tion, 
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tion. Then ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. Theſe 


are its capital commands: theſe are the ſum of the 
law. But if the law be not a rule of life to the 


Chriſtian . if he be not under its commanding power; 


he is no longer obliged to love either God or his 
neighbour. Conſequently,” on ſuppoſition that he 
love neither of them, he is not guilty in the eye of 
the law: for where there is no right to command, 
there can be no authority to pronounce guilty. . If, 
therefore, the believer be not under the commanding 
power of the law, whatever the diſpoſitions of his 
heart, or the actions of his life may be; he is no 
tranſgreſſor of the law, it having no concern with 
him.—Such are the ſhocking abſurdities, and ſuch 
the implicit blaſphemy, which follow a denial of the 
truth for which we contend. 

We may argue alſo from the experience of the 
Chriſtian, and the dictates of his own conſcience. 
When he reflects on the corruptions of his heart, the 
imperfeCtions of his duties, and the exceeding ſinful- 
nels of fin ; what is the ſtandard by which he forms 
an eſtimate of theſe things ? Some rule of duty he 
muſt have; ſome rule he muſt, in his own conſcience, 
acknowledge ʒ or he could not appreciate the diſpoſi- 
tions of his heart and the actions of his life, ſo as to 
pronounce them either good or evil, perfect or de- 
f-Qtive, and be pained or pleaſed on the reflection. 
Now, what rule can this be, but the moral law? Is 

| it 
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it not a complete one, and fit for the purpoſe? Is 


there any ſin which is not forbidden; is there any 


duty which is not commanded, by that law which re- 
quires the conſtant exerciſe of perfe& love to God, 
and perfect love to man? Can the believer acquit 
himſelf, in the court of his conſcience, when he is 
perſuaded that his tempers or actions are contrary te 
it? Or does he ever condemn them as criminal, but 


on a ſuppoſition that there is ſomething in them 
which is forbidden by it? Was it ever known that 


a Chriſtian ſhould ſay, of his inclinations or actions; 


© I pronounce theſe to be evil, though required by 


© the moral law; and I declare thoſe to be good, 
though contrary to it?' An infallible pen has in- 
formed us, that by the law is the Fnowledge of fon. 


Nor is its uſefulneſs, in this reſpect, confined to the 
time when a ſinner is firſt awakened and converted. 


It is of uſe, in the hand of the Spirit, iti all the future 
progreſs of the Chriſtian life. As the believer grows 


in grace, he ſees more of its purity; and is propor- 


tionally humbled under a ſenſe of his own depravity. 
If, then, it be of uſe to a believer, ſtill to convince of 


fin, and {till to humble for it; and if ſin be no other 


than a tranſgreſſion of the lau; it follows, that it muſt 
be the rule of his moral conduct. 


This law: conſidered as mee in at 


nature of things. The ſublime perfections of Jeho- 
vah, and the relation in which he ſtands to man, as 
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being bis Creator, Preſerver, and Governor; the de- 
pendent condition of man, aud the bleſſings he re- 
ceives from his Maker; conſtitute that foundation on 
which the law is built, as it reſpects our duty to God, 
in the exerciſe of perfect love, and in the performance 
of holy worſhip. As the law regards our neigh- - 
bour, it is founded on that mutual relation in which 
we ſtand one to another in the preſent ſtate of exiſt. 
ence. As is the ſtability, therefore, of thoſe foun- 
dations on which the law is built, muſt be that of 
the obligation attending the law itſelf. If thoſe rela- 
tions from which all our obligations to God and one 
to another ariſe, be firm and unchangeable; ſuch alſo 
muſt be the obligations themſelves: for the ſeveral 
relations and obligations co-exiſt. —This being the 
caſe, it follows, by neceflary conſequence; That 
while Jehovah is poſſeſſed of abſolute perfection, and 
man a dependent being; while God is Gop, and 
man is man; that law which requires perfect love to 
our Maker is unchangeable. So long alſo as our re- 
lation one to another continues the ſame, it cannot 
but be the duty of every one, to love his neighbour as 
himſelf. Conſequently, ſo far as we come ſhort in 
either of theſe reſpects, we fail in the performance 
of duty, and are chargeable with fin. 

Why ſhould any one wiſh to be free from the law, 
conlidered as a rule of moral conduct? It commands 
nothing but what is right, nor forbids any thing that 


IS 
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is not wrong. As the things it requires are worthy 
of God and uſeful to man; fo the things it prohibits 
are hateful to Him and hurtful to us. Co ſuppoſe it 
poſſible for God to approve thoſe things which 
the law condemns, would be a flagrant diſhonour to 


his divine character; and to imagine that men might 
perform them without injuring their own fouls, is a 


fatal miſtake.—Beſides, is it not the deſign of the 
Holy Spirit, in the regeneration of ſinners, to pro- 
duce in them an habitual deſire of doing that which 
is right? But can thoſe diſpoſitions or actions be ac- 
counted right, which are contrary to the attributes of 
God, or inconſiſtent with a due acknowledgement of 
them“? When the divine Sovereign diſplays his 
perfections, he manifeſts his glory; and ſo far as we 
acknowledge thoſe perfeCtions in a ſuitable manner, 
we glorify him. Now, as the law requires nothing 
more of us, than to treat God as God, and our fel- 
low-creature as our fellow-creature; in other words, 
as it only requires us to treat objects and things as 
they are, in their own nature, and in their ſeveral 
relations to us; its precepts and prohibitions muſt 
be unalterable, and the never-failing rule of the 
Chriſtian's moral conduct +. 


„ STAPFERI Inſtitut. Theolog. Polem. Tom. I. Cap. wu 
91435, 1436. 

+ The very learned and celebrated ViTzznGA, when reaſoning 
hace bes. ond. abort... effect. When 
1 Paul 
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It muſt, indeed, be acknowledged, that a complete 
conformity to this high and heavenly rule, is what the 
moſt holy and zcalous believer cannot attain. A per- 

fect, 


* Poul affirms that believers, being under grace, are free from the latv; 
© he muſt not be underftood as afſerting, That they are looſed from an 
* obligation to obſerve the precepts' which conſtitute the ſabſtance of 
* thoſe moral laws which are contained in the writings of Moſes. For, 

* how abſurd, bow blaſphermous, how ſhocking it would be to ſuppoſe, 

* that the people of God, under the goſpel-Jiſpenſation, are not 
* bound by any law to revere, and love, and adore their Maker; nor 
* under any obligation to ſeek the good, or promote the happineſs, of 

© their fellow<creatores ! Certain it is, that grace and faith, neither do, 
* nor were ever intended to free believers from the obligations and laws 

_ © of humanity. No; their benevolent deſign was, to reſtore mankind 
* w happineſs, and to perfect them in holineſs. But were Chriſtians 
dente from the Tow of love, they would not be in the common 
* condition of humanity. For what is it to be @ man, but to be a 
* creature endued with reaſon ; dependent on God. for exiſtence, and. 
© For all the comforts of life 3 from whom only he can expect ſalva- 
* ton Nom every evil, and the enjoyment of every good, that is ne- 
© ceſtary to perfect his nature and render him completely bleſſed ? To 
* Gon, therefore, as his Creator, Preſerver, Governor, and Supreme 
* Good, he neceffarily ands related; fo related, as to be accountable 
* w him for the enjoyment of every favour, the exerciſe of all bis 
« powers, and the performance of every action. As Jznovan's con- 
©. furnmatc perfeQtians demand of a rational creature, that is abſolutely 
© drpendent upon him and formed for his glory, the higheſt acts of ado- 
* ration; as the dominion of God over all creatures, requires obedi- 
©* ence and ſubjeCtion z as the majeſty and juſtice of Cod challenge hu- 
* mility and reverence z fo the boundleſs goodneſs of God, which is 
© the fource of all the comforts we have received, of all the bleffings 
© we now enjoy, and of all the happineſs we hereafter expect That 
| © INFINITE 
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fect, perſonal holineſs, is not attainable by mortals, 
For, if we ſay that we have no fin, tue deceive our- 
ſelves, and the truth is not in us. The law, notwith- 
ſtanding, is no leſs the ſtandard of duty; is no leſs 
the rule by which we ſhould walk ; than if we could 
obſerve it with the greateſt punctuality. Every one» 
therefore, who pretends to faith in Jeſus, ought to 
uſe his utmoſt diligence, that his tempers and actions 
ay correſpond with it, as much as poſſible. This 
is his indiſpenſable duty; and this, if a real Chriſ- 
tian, will be his ardent deſire. 

Nor has the true believer any objection to it, or 
any fears from it, thus conſidered. It is no longer 
a fiery law, thundering out anathemas, and flaſhing 
vengeance againſt him. No; it is mild and gentle, 
He ſees that its precepts are highly ſalutary, and 
its prohibitions exactly right. He does not wiſh to 
have them alrered. Love to God and our neigh- 


© INFINITE GOODNESS, I gs » wa every man's conſcience 
© bears witneſs, obliges the reaſonable creature to love God : that is, 
© td cleave to him, with all the force of inclination and all the fervour 
© of affection, as being ſupremely amiable ; and to rejoice in his hap- 
5 pineſs, as a Being of boundleſs excellence. Now, as one Divine 
perfection infers all others; and as one relation of God to man com- 
« prehends all others; including, at the ſame time, all the duties of 
© man to God which ariſe from thoſe relations ; ſo all the duties we 
© owe to God might be demonſtrated from almoſt any of thoſe Divine 
« perfeftions which have a relation to man.” VI TIINS c. Olſerv. 
Sac. Lom II. L. vi. C. xvii 4 1. | 
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bour, is a compendium of its precepts : and in the 
exerciſe of that love he deſires to abound. As to its 
prohibitions, he knows that the things forbidden 
would be an injury to him, were they purſued ; there- 
fore he eſteems it his happineſs to abſtain from them. 
— The new diſpoſition, received in regeneration, 
expreſſes itſelf in love to God, and in obedience to 
his law, as pure and holy. The goſpel furniſhes 
bim with the ſtrongeſt arguments and the moſt win- 
ning motives to abound in obedience ; while it is 
his carneft prayer, that the Spirit of grace would af- 
ford eſfectual affiſtance for the performance of every 
duty. It is his greateſt grief, that he does not more 
conſtantly and more perfectly tranſcribe the ſacred 
precepts into his conduct, and cauſe them to fhine 
in his own example. | 
Beſides, the believer beholds the law—not in the 
hands of Moſes, and as ſurrounded with the flames 
of Sinai—dbut in the hands of that Prince of peace 
who is king of Zion. He fees that the dear, the 
adorable, the aſcended Jeſus ; having fulfilled its high 
demands, as a Covenant, and releaſed him from its 
awful curſe z now employs it as an inſtrument of bis 
benign government, for the good of the redeemed, 
and the glory of his own eternal name. As in the 
hand of Chriſt, it is a friend and a guide, pointing 
out the way in which the Chriſtian ſhould walk, fo 
as to expreſs his gratitude to God for his benefits, 
and: 
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and to glorify the Redeemer. It ſhows him alſo, 
how imperfect his on obedience is; and ſo is a 
happy mean of keeping him humble at the foot of 


overeign grace, and entirely dependent on the = | 


teouſneſs of his divine Sponſor. 

Nou, reader, what think you of the law, as a rule 
of moral conduct? Is it pleaſant, is it delightful, to 
you? In vain you profeſs to know the gracious 
goſpel, while you continue an enemy to the holy law. 


For as the law, in its Covenant- form, is the ap- 
pointed mean of convincing the careleſs ſinner of 


his need of that righteouſneſs. which is revealed in 
me goſpel, for the juſtification of his perſon, before 
God; ſo the, goſpel, exhibiting adequate relief to the 
diſtreſſed conſcience, is the happy inſtrument of con- 
eiliating the believers. regards to the law, as a rule 
of conduct, that his faith may be evidenced in the 
ſight of men. Thus the law and the goſpel are mu- 
tually ſubſervient one to another; while both agree 
to promote the happineſs of the redeemed, and the 
glory of their divine Author.—He, therefore, who 
does not pay an habitual regard to the law, in a 
courſe of obedience; has no experience of the goſ- 
pel, in a way of comfort. As he tramples on that 
he deſpiſes that boundleſs grace, which is revealed 
in the latter. Such an one is —_—_— to both, and. 
his ſtate is moſt deplorable. 


; 13 i 


126 OF THE LAW, AS A RULE 

Remember, reader, that you may talk as much 
as you pleaſe, about the holy tendency of evange- 
lical principles ; but the adverſaries of the goſpel 
will never believe you, if they do not fee the truth 
of what you ſay exemplified in your own conduct. 
The import of thoſe obſervations which they make 
on your converſation, is z © You that ſpeak with 
© fach fluency and confidence about the doctrines of 
© grace, and the neceſſity of faith; Jet us xe what 
© influence theſe doctrines have on 'yours tem- 
© pers and your own behaviour ? Show u. pour fit 
© by your works ?*—This is a reaſonable demand. 
They are authorized to make it: and wo, wo be to 
every profeſſor of evangelical truth, whoſe behavi- 
our is not anſwerable to that demand ! For if our 
conduct be inconſiſtent with our profeſſion, we ſhall 
| Goon be treated as the parkland OUR add 
his cauſe. 

Are you a believer | in Jeſus ? one that Fnotus the 
grate of Ged in truth? You have the pureſt and 
ſtrongeſt motives imaginable, to regard the law. 
Has the Son oF THE HicnesT done all you were 
bound to perform, as the condition of life; and ſuf- 
fered all you were condemned to ſuſtain, as the pe- 
nalty annexed to diſobedience ? Has He done and 
ſuFered all this in your ſtead, that he might procure 
a full, final, and everlaſting ſalvation for you, a poor, 
periſhing ſinner ? Has he expreſſed his regard to the 


law, 
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law, as a Covenant, not in words but in-deeds; in 
ſuch deeds as aſtoniſh the univerſe ? and ſhall you 
be backward to manifeſt your love to the law, as a. 


rule of moral duty, by a ſerious, holy, heavenly con- | 


duct? Did He, whom angels adore, obey, and bleed, 
and die DiE an accurſed dzath, that the claims of 
the law, as a Covenant, might be all anſwered? and 
ſhall it ſeem hard to you, to deny yourſelf, to. ſub- 
due your corruptions, and to walk by this heavenly 
rule ?—ls it the popular clamour againſt the genuine 
goſpel, That it makes void the law ?* and ſhall it 
not be your conſtant baſtneſs and fervent prayer, ſo 
to obſerve the ſacred precepts; as to be a living con- 


futation of that deteſtable ſlander? Do not reaſon. 


and conſcience, Scripture and experience, all concur 
to ſhow the expediency, the utility, the neceſſity, of 
conforming your life to the law, as a rule? O, be- 
liever ! yours is the happy ſtate; let yours be the 
holy life. Let it appear that, though dead to the law 
as a Covenant, you abhor the things it forbids, and 
delight in the things it commands. Then will you 
ſtop the mouths of gainſayers; then will you glo- 
rify the name of e God. Amen. 4 A) 


THE END. . 
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